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Dot-conomy  downturn  hits  the  ‘hood 

Lay-offs  are  up,  commercial  rents  and  some  retail  sales  are  down 


“Maya  Love*  by  Mario  Joel 


It’s  gone.  Photo  by  v  e  miller 


Canned  Foods'  Grocery  Outlet  Closes 

Bargain  eats  center's  loss  hurts  low-income  families 


by  Joe  Donohoe 

The  Canned  Foods'  Grocery  Outlet 
closed  its  doors  on  Saturday, 
January  27th  after  doing  business 
for  35  years  in  San  Francisco.  With  only 
two  weeks  advance  notice,  39  employees 
found  themselves  out  of  work  and  the  SF 
institution's  loyal  customer  base  fount 
themselves  deprived  of  an  inexpensive 
and  friendly  food  outlet 

The  Canned  Foods  Company,  which 
has  wholesale  stores  around  the  country, 
sold  the  property  located  at  13  th  and 
Harrison  to  Best  Buy  Electronics  that  is 
planning  to  open  a  retail  outlet  at  the  site. 
The  Monday  following  the  closure  a 
protest  was  held  on  in  front  of  City  Hall 


by  former  employees  and  customers. 
Grocery  Outlet  was  regarded  by  its  cus¬ 
tomers  as  a  working  class  and  poor- 
friendly  store.  Offering  food  at  half  the 
price  of  Safeway  or  other  big  food  chains. 
Grocery  Outlet  was  a  proletarian  Costco 
where  a  membership  card  was  not 
required  before  entry. 

Jim  Reid,  an  activist  and  former  may- 
oral  candidate,  said  that  the  planning  com¬ 
mission  hadn't  notified  anyone  of  the 
change  of  ownership  or  closure.  Reid  said 
that  the  sale  had  been  a  "done  deal"  since 
July. 

"You  could  eat  for  a  week  for  as  little 
as  $20.00,"  said  Reid.  "Since  they  didn't 
notify  anyone  or  inform  the  public  in  arty 

Continued  on  Page  6 


By  Elizabeth  Ashford 

It  was  just  after  5,  but  down-and-out 
dot-comers  and  corporate  recruiters 
were  already  lined  up  for  January’s 
Pink  Slip  Party  at  the  Glass  Kat  Bar. 
Organized  by  SFGiri.com,  the  Pink  Slip 
Party  has  become  San  Francisco’s  net¬ 
working  ground  zero  for  laid-off  dot-com¬ 
ers  looking  to  connect  with  their  next 
employers.  Inside,  hundreds  of  Banana 
Republic-clad  hopefuls  courted  recruiters 
and  each  other  with  an  optimism  one  usu¬ 
ally  doesn’t  find  among  the  recently  unem¬ 
ployed.  The  drinks  flowed,  the  DJ  spun, 
and  as  the  night  rolled  on  it  was  easy  to 
forget  that  the  party’s  over. 

But  indeed  it  is,  kids. 

The  dot-com  bubble  has  officially 
burst  Things  haven’t  been  the  same  since 
e-commerce  stocks  took  a  dive  last  spring. 
According  to  Webmergers.com,  a  San 
Francisco-based  Internet  research  firm, 
210  Internet  companies  nationally  folded 
in  2000,  costing  an  estimated  15,000 
employees  their  jobs. The  downturn  has 
been  fast  and  furious  -  over  60%  of  failed 
companies  have  shut  their  doors  since  last 
September,  and  Hotjobs.com  saw  a  record- 
breaking  new  year;  with  100,000  resumes 
posted  to  their  site  by  January  10th. 

No  surprise.  Mission  dot-coms  are 
already  feeling  the  squeeze.  Some  have 
responded  with  lay-offs,  and  others  have 
folded  outright.  As  the  industry’s  vulnera¬ 
bility  reveals  itself,  it’s  almost  hard  to 
remember  the  fatalism  that  permeated  the 
Mission  last  summer. 


Still,  rents  remain  astronomical,  more 
office  developments  are  in  the  hopper,  and 
marry  arts  groups  are  hanging  on  by  a 
thread.  What  real  effect  has  the  changing 
economy  brought  to  our  neighborhood  - 
and  can  it  assuage  the  housing,  parking, 
development  and  cultural  effects  of  the 
Internet  revolution  on  the  Mission? 

Tte  ■ew,  cm!  e-coootny 

In  December  and  January,  four  Mission- 
area  dot-coms  reported  downsizing.  The 
scorecard  to  date  includes  35  layoffs  at 
OpenTable.com;  42  at  Listen.com;  34  lay¬ 
offs  at  Bigstep.com;  and  28  layoffs  at 
Etown.com.  Other  Mission  dot-coms,  like 
RedCart.com,  have  quietly  slipped  off  the 
radar  -  their  site  is  down,  and  their  phone 
number  has  been  disconnected. 

What  happened? 

When  the  Internet  gold  rush  hit  San 
Francisco  five  years  ago,  venture  capital¬ 
ists  funneled  huge  sums  of  money  into  any 
business  with  .“.com”  in  its  name. 
According  to  the  FDIC,  the  Bay  Area 
accounted  for  nearly  45  percent  (about  $9 
billion)  of  all  high-tech  venture  capital 
issued  nationwide  between  January  1999 
and  January  2000.  Speculation  was  the 
name  of  the  game,  and  hundreds  of  dot¬ 
coms  sprouted  up  -  regardless  of  whether 
their  business  models  could,  say,  make 
money. 

Eventually,  investors  wanted  a  return 
-  and  many  companies  just  couldn’t  turn 
the  profitability  comer.  “Until  huge  num¬ 
bers  of  consumers  embrace  the  Web  on  a 
daily  basis,  these  smaller  companies  are 

Continued  on  page  4 
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Celebre 

Rainbow  Grocery 
Cooperative 
el  mes  de  la  \ 

Pf|p9|^w  his  tor  ia 

:  Afro -Americana. 

Hw  Conmemorando  los 
B  logros  del  pas  a  do 
B  v'  del  presente. 


GROCERY 


1745  FOLSOM  STREET  •  SAN  FRANCISCO  •  CA  94103  •  415.863.0620  •  www.rainbowgrocery.org 
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Craig  Gilmore:  AK  Press  is  a  collec¬ 
tively  owned  and  operated  book/media 
distribution  company  and  press.  Ramsey 
Kanaan,  our  founder,  began  distributing 
books,  pamphlets  and  literature  at  punk 
rock  shows  in  his  native  Edinburgh, 
Scotland  in  the  late  eighties.  His  politics 
were  the  politics  of  the  UK  punk  scene  - 
Anti-Margaret  Thatcher,  anti-poll  tax,  and 
pro-worker. 

By  1991  a  second  person  was  helping 
him  and  in  the  early  nineties  he  published 
his  first  book.  He  obtained  the  UK  rights 
to  a  Noam  Chomsky  book  and  got  James 
Kellman,  the  winner  of  the  British  equiva¬ 
lent  of  the  Pulitzer  Prize,  to  write  the  intro¬ 
duction.  Our  first  original  book  was  a  col¬ 
lection  of  essays  on  the  mass  bombing  of 
Kuwait  by  poet  Tom  Leonard. 

In  1994  AK  moved  and  opened  a 
branch  in  the  US,  mainly  because  of  the 


didn’t  think  of  options  like  automatic  lease 
renewal  or  rent  cap  options.  Our  former 
landlord,  Kevin  Bray,  was  supposed  to 
incrementally  increase  our  rent  but  didn’t, 
so  we  were  more  or  less  paying  the  same 
rent  for  five  years.  As  our  lease  was  about 
to  expire  the  building  went  on  the  market 
and  while  we  were  given  first  option  to 
buy  there  was  no  way  we  could  afford 
what  would  be  a  significant  price  hike  for 
us  at  that  time. 

Craig  O’Hara:  Our  landlord  wanted 
$1.5  million  and  we’re  not  eligible  for  a 
loaa  This  would  have  factored  to  a  $3000- 
$4000  rent  increase  for  us  on  a  monthly 
basis. 

Chris  Dunlap:  The  warehouse  has 
been  on  the  market  for  almost  a  year  and 
he  still  hasn’t  found  any  buyers.  We  tried 
to  talk  him  down  but  he  said  that  he 


AK  Press  people:  Craig  O’Hara,  Craig  Gilmore,  Melissa  Hoover  and  Chris 
Dunlap  Photo  by  Gary  Stenger 


wouldn’t  go  down  because  he  always  gets 
the  price  he  wants.  We  are  able  to  pay  our¬ 
selves  but  not  much.  Most  of  us  had  other 
jobs  when  we  started  which  we  kept  for  a 
while.  There’s  no  way  we  would  have 
been  able  to  buy  the  space  with  capital 
from  the  book  trade. 


Melissa  Hoover:  I’ve  been  a  working 
with  AK  for  almost  a  year.  A  lot  of  local 
artists  would  do  work  for  our  books  and 
CDs  in  the  Mission  but  I  didn’t  realize 
how  much  our  neighbors  cared  about  us 
until  we  left.  They  helped  us  move  and 
said  that  they  were  sorry  to  see  us  go. 


economics  of  the  book  trade.  The  US  has  a 
bigger  market,  and  a  bigger  market  means 
that  we  can  publish  and  sell  more  books  so 
Ramsey  moved  here  when  all  the  big  pub¬ 
lishers  also  went  international.  San 
Francisco  was  chosen  because  of  its  histo¬ 
ry  of  radical  politics,  the  legacy  of  the  six¬ 
ties  counter-culture,  and  connections  we 
had  with  the  San  Francisco  punk  scene. 
For  two  years  we  operated  out  of  our 
friend  Gary  Floyd’s  cramped  apartment  on 
Divisadero  before  negotiating  a  five-year 
lease  on  a  3300  square-foot  warehouse  on 
14th  and  Shotwell.  I  myself  joined  the 
organization  three  years  ago. 

We’re  anarchists.  We  emphasize 
worker-owned  and  operated  business 
strategies,  reach  out  to  the  community  and 
publish/distribute  predominantly  radical 
political  material.  Our  customers  are  col¬ 
lege  students,  professors.  Global 
Exchange,  radical  librarians,  and  punk 
rockers.  Some  of  Christian  Parenti’s  stu¬ 
dents  from  the  New  College  have  volun¬ 
teered  here.  We’ve  organized  events  both 
at  our  warehouse  and  around  the  commu¬ 
nity.  When  we  released  and  distributed  a 
CD,  No  More  Prisons,  featuring  Angela 
Davis,  we  held  an  event  at  El  Rio  featuring 
Davis  and  Oakland  rappers  the  Coup  in  the 
spring  of  2000. 

We’ve  done  a  series  of  events  with 
local  writers  at  Modem  Times  and  Adobe 
among  other  places.  We’re  distributing 
Hollow  City  by  Rebecca  Solrritt  and  pho¬ 
tographer  Susan  Schwartzenberg  about  the 
gentrification  of  San  Francisco  and  the 
loss  of  the  arts.  We’ve  also  worked  with 
Whispered  Medias  Video  Productions  and 
held  a  series  of  video  events  focusing  on 
rent  and  evictions  in  the  Mission  before  we 
were  forced  to  relocate  ourselves  to 
Oakland  just  this  past  year. 

Chris  Dunlap:  When  we  negotiated 
the  lease  we  were  somewhat  naive.  We 
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WOW  IT’S  WEDNESDAY 
SPECIAL 

PIZZAS  HALF  PRICE  EVERY 
WEDNESDAY  WITH  THIS  AD. 
PICK  UP  ONLY 


CABLE  CAR  PIZZA 

OPEM  DAILY 
11AM  TIL  3AM 


.  2  MEDIUM 
PIZZAS 
1  topping  each 


15 


95 


DELIVERY  OR  PICK -UP  ONLY 


i  CHICKEN  RISOTTO; 

.  DICED  CHICKEN  WITH  ! 


1  MUSHROOM,  CARROTS,  I 
!  ONION  AND  HERBS  IN  RICE 1 

!  $69s  \ 


DELIVERY  OR  PICK-UP  OM.Y 


535  Valencia  431-8880 

@  16th  Street  Fax:431-9018 
Lunch  Deliveries  •  Office  Parties ' 
"We  Cater  to  Downtown  Businesses" 


HOUSE  SPECIAL  PIZZAS 

/ 

1.  CABLE  CAR  (COMBO) 

SMALL 

MEDIUM 

LARGE 

Stltmi.  Mt aim  BJI  Mffr.  Otmtu 

11.95 

15.75 

18.75 

Z  DOLORES  PARK  (VEG) 

MmAnmm,  fam.  Fmk  Ttmama,  Seti  hpfm.  lUOkMr 

12 JO 

4. 

15  JO 

19.25 

3.  FISHERMAN'S  WHARF  (SEAFOOD) 

Shrimp,  Clam.  Gartie 

11.35 

13.65 

15.85 

4.  NOB  HILL  (CHICKEN) 

Otickm,  Mttshrvmm,  Stm  Dritd  Ttmarnn.  Onmm 

11.75 

15.75 

17.35 

5-  MISSION  BELL  (MEXICAN) 

Gmatd  Bnf,  Ontrm,  Fmk  Trmttra.  Blmdt  Okvn,  JaLprfim 

13.45 

16.75 

18.65 

6.  PACIFIC  HEIGHTS  CALL  MEAT) 

fMm.  B*f.  Ftffmm.  Cn^tsm  Am*.  S*uf  r  ,f»(W 

13.50 

16.85 

19.95 

7.  SAN  FRANCISCO 

Artieimhr  Htam,  FmJt  Tpmsnti.  Garhc.  Saumgr 

10.85 

13.^5 

17.10  • 

8.  HAWAIIAN  SPECIAL 

CnM iotana  PmmffU 

9.95 

12.90 

14.10 

9.  ATHENS  BY  NIGHT  (GREEK) 

A*«  Clm*.  tUt*  Ohtm.  Am  tmJ 

12.10 

14.75 

1/.10  i 

10.  VALENCIA  SPECIAL 

Arart-if  Ht*m.  Sm*-Dnk  Tnvm.  (Mr.  tLa  Otm  Zmahm 

11.85 

13.85 

15.85 

PIZZAS 

PLAIN  CHEESE 

7.95 

9.95 

12:05’ 

1  TOPPING 

8.75 

11.15 

13.35 

2  TOPPINGS 

9.85 

12J5 

14.80  . 

3  TOPPINGS 

10.55 

13.55 

16.25 

EACH  ADDITIONAL  TOPPING 

.70 

1.00 

1.40 

TOPPINGS 

.  * 

Salami  •  Pepperoni  •  Sausage  •  Ground  Beef- Ham -Canadian  Bacon 

Ol ivea-  Garlic -Zucchini  •  Freah  Spinach  -  Freah  Tomato  -Onion  •  Pteato 
Baby  Clams -Chicken- Anchovies -Shrimp- Feta  Checae-BcU  Peppers 
Mushroom-  Roasted  Red  Bell  Peppers  -Jalapefto  -  Pineapple  -Artichoke 


PASTA 


ENTREES 


APPETIZERS 

SALADS 

RISOTTO 


SPAGHETTI  BOLOGNESE 
CHEESE  RAVIOLI 
RAVIOU  MEATSAUCE 
ANGEL-HAIR  POMORODE 
FETTUCCJN1  ALFREDO 
FETTUCCIN1  PESTO 
FRUm  DI  MARE 
CHICKEN  FETTUCCIN1 
LASAGNA  BOLOGNESE 
VEGETARIAN  LASAGNA 
LINGUINI  CLAMS 
STUFFED  MANICOTTI 
TOKTELL1N1  FLORENTINI  _ 

RED  SNAPPER 
GRILLED  SALMON 
PRAWNS  SAUTE 
FRIED  PRAWNS 
CHICKEN  MARSALA 
CHICKEN  PARM1GIANA 
CHICKEN  PICATA 
MARINATED  GRILLED  CHICKEN 
CHICKEN  SCALOPPINI 
PEPPERCORN  STEAK 
NEW  YORK  STEAK 

MOZZARELLA  STICKS 
BUFFALO  WINGS 
FRIED  CA1AMARI 
GARLIC  BREAD 

CAESAR  SALAD 
HOUSE  SALAD 

GRILLED  CHICKEN  CAESAR  SALAD 
SHRIMP  SALAD 


CHICKEN  RISOTTO 

VAJ .ajaiw, 


RISOTTO  Dl  FRESCO 

Am*  ■gudfa-ii  tfnmmmt  —i  mUria 

RISOTTO  DECARNE 

&■*■*»■**— *«t—»S»tB*»*irM» 

SEAFOOD  RISOTTO 


x  JvrAr  m  mt 


7.75 

8.65 
8.95* 

7.65 

8.75 
8.75 

10.65 

V85 

8.95 

8.75 

9.95 

8.85 

9.65 

9.65 

10.25 

11.25 

9.85 

9.75  ' 

9.95 
10.95 

8.25 

10.95 

12.50 

1 1.95- 

4.50 

4.85 

6.25 
225 

5.95 

3.75 

6.75 
6.25 

820 

7.50 

8.20 

8.85 
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A  kT*  HOSPITAL 


A  Tradition  of 
Community 
Healthcare 
in  the  Heart 
of  San  Francisco 
for  128  Years 


TO  DOWNTOWN  S.F.  0 
DUBOCE 


Centrally  Located 
with  Available  Parking 

St.  Luke's  Hospital 

Cesar  Chavez  at  Valencia 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 

www.sllukes-sf.org 


Comprehensive 
Services  Include: 

•24  Hour  Emergency 
Department 

•  Medical/Surgical 

•  Maternal/Child 

•  Diabetes  Education 
Program  (ADA  approved) 

•  Mental  Health  Program 

•  Integrative  Center  for 
Culture  and  Healing 

For  More  Information 
Call: 

•  Referral  and  Information 

415-821-DOCS 

(415-821-3627) 

•  Maternity  Information 

415-626-BABY 

(415-626-2229) 

•  Outpatient  Pharmacy 

415-641-6550 

•  Diabetes  Education 
Center 

415-641-6826 

•  M.OrM. 

Millennium  Occupational  Medicine 

415-641-6406 

A  private  community 
hospital  accepting 
most  insurance  plans 
including  Medicare 
and  Medi-Cal. 


Cafe  /  Reetaurant 

FOOD  &  FANTASY  OF  SPAIN 

Home  ofS(h)ANGRI(L)A 

Monday-Thursday:  5:30-10:30  pm  Friday  &  Satuday:  6-12  midnight 


3120  -16th  Street 


431-4069 


CS  f  e  tf  e,D)TO 


Among  the  few,  the  only  Authentic  Spanish  restaurant 1 

Monday-Thursday:  11-3  pm.  5-10  pm’ 
Friday:  11-5  pm,  5-11  pm  Saturday:  11-11  pm  Sunday:  5-10  pm 


3292  -22nd  Street 

282-6667 


Dot-conomy  Continued  from  page  1 


going  to  have  a  hard  time,”  says  Andy 
Fessel,  a  Jupiter  Research  analyst  “The 
Web  needs  to  overcome  the  challenge  of 
habit  -  in  other  words,  turning  visitors  into 
repeat  customers.” 

“The  big  layoffs  started  eight  or  nine 
months  ago,  when  the  market  crashed,” 
says  Tony  Storm,  Vice  President  of  the  San 
Francisco  Association  of  Internet 
Professionals.  “You’re  just  seeing  more  of 
it  as  these  companies  run  out  of  venture 
capital  money.” 

Adequate  funding  isn’t  always  the 
issue,  though.  Last  October, 
OpenTable.com  scored  $42  million  in  ven¬ 
ture  capital  -  and  in  December,  they  laid 
off  one-quarter  of  their  employees.  “The 
lay-offs  happened,  basically,  because  the 
venture  capital  landscape  has  changed  dra¬ 
matically  since  last  year,  and  we  were  try¬ 
ing  to  speed  our  path-to-profitability says 
Regan  Daniels,  a  public  relations 
spokesperson  for  OpenTable. 


“As  companies  move  towards  more 
solid  business  plans,  you’ll  see  more 
employees  using  tried  and  true  forms  of 
organizing  to  deal  with  the  workplace,” 
says  Poh. 

Effects  oa  Hie  Iwod 

Some  Mission  businesses  that  cater  to  the 
dot-com  crowd  have  already  started  to  feel 
the  economic  slow-down.  “There’ re 
slightly  fewer  customers  now,  versus  a 
year  ago,”  says  Michael  Hecht,  a  manager 
at  Foreign  Cinema  restaurant  on  Mission. 
“The  biggest  effect  we’ve  seen  is  fewer 
corporate  parties.  We  were  doing  two  a 
month  last  year  -  now  we’re  doing  less 
than  one  a  month,”  says  Hecht. 

Audrey  Wackeriy,  owner  of  Retro  Fit 
vintage  boutique  on  Valencia,  says  the 
number  of  people  coming  through  her 
store  hasn’t  decreased,  but  spending  has. 
“Christmas  1999  was  better  than 
Christmas  2000  -  hopefully  it’s  a  tempo¬ 
rary  situation,”  she  says. 


But  several  laid-ofif  OpenTable 
employees  -  speaking  only  on  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  anonymity  -  believe  otherwise. 
“There’s  a  lot  of  speculation  that  Jeff 
Edwards,  OpenTable ’s  CEO,  was  just  lay¬ 
ing  people  off  to  put  the  fear  of  God  into 
employees,”  said  one.  “I  only  had  a  day  of 
official  notice,  but  I  sensed  the  lay-off  was 
coming  about  a  week  before,”  said  anoth¬ 
er  laid-ofif  OpenTable-er.  “It  was  abrupt, 
and  it  felt  like  a  slap  in  the  face.” 

With  management  suddenly  empha¬ 
sizing  profit  over  wide-eyed  Web  enthusi¬ 
asm,  cynicism  is  worming  its  way  into  the 
dot-com  workforce.  As  union  activity  at 
Etown.com  illustrates,  employees  are 
increasingly  concerned  about  their  rights  - 
and  companies  can  no  longer  count  on 
staff  being  willing  to  work  ‘round-the- 
clock  schedules  or  take  stock  options  over 
higher  salaries. 

“I  definitely  think  you’ll  see  a  union¬ 
izing  trend  in  the  dot-com  industry.  People 
have  had  fairy  dust  in  their  eyes,  but  now 
that  stock  options  aren’t  panning  out,  peo¬ 
ple  are  realizing  this  industry  isn’t  a  be-all 
and  end-all,”  says  Erin  Tyson  Poh,  a  repre¬ 
sentative  for  the  Northern  California 
Media  Workers,  who  helped  Etown  cus¬ 
tomer  service  representatives  to  organize 
their  December  sick-out.  (See  New 
Mission  News,  “Dotterdammerung”, 
January  2001.) 


The  drop  isn’t  across-the-board, 
though.  “We  raised  each  item  on  our  menu 
by  $3  recently,  and  we’re  seeing  more  peo¬ 
ple  than  ever  - 1  think  that’s  because  they 
think  the  restaurant’s  more  upscale,”  says 
Dilip  Lama,  a  waiter  at  Rasoi  restaurant  on 
Valencia.  “The  regulars  come  in  less  often 
now  -  but  as  long  as  we’re  making  money, 

I  can’t  complain.” 

“There  hasn’t  been  an  overall  drop  in 
business,  though  it  was  abnormally  quiet 
in  December.  The  layoff  happened,  and 
people  left  the  city  early  -  we  like  to  say 
they  went  home  to  mommy  and  daddy,” 
says  Stephen  Dezoreo,  a  bartender  at  the 
trendy  Casanova  bar  on  Valencia. 

But  whether  those  who  flocked  to  San 
Francisco  for  the  dot-com  explosion  will 
now  depart  remains  to  be  seem  “Initially 
most  people  hope  to  stay  in  the  city,  but  as 
time  goes  by  they  start  to  consider  other 
options,”  says  Kira  Klaus,  a  San  Francisco 
native  who  was  laid  off  from  her  market¬ 
ing  position  at  NextDoor.com  in 
December.  “I’d  like  to  stay,  because  my 
family’s  here.” 

Local  filmmaker  Jim  Kerns  has  been 
interviewing  laid-ofif  dot-comers  for  a  doc¬ 
umentary  about  the  rise  of  Internet  culture 
in  San  Francisco.  “The  short-timers  want 
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•  Furnished  rooms  for  rent 

•  in 4he  sunny  Mission. 

•  Full  time  manager. 
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•  public  transportation.  All  utilities,  except  telephone. 
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Land  of  tomorrow  not:  The  above  plan  to  make  the  Mission  Armory  the  Taj 
Mahal  of  dot-coms  has  been  abandoned  for  a  more  modest  switching  station. 


to  stay  -  they  like  it  here,”  says  Kems, 
“The  younger  ones  thought  it’d  go  on  for¬ 
ever,  but  older,  more  cultured  people  could 
foresee  that  things  would  eventually  end.” 

Any  real  benefits,  yet? 

Although  boutiques  and  restaurants  are 
feeling  the  pinch,  community  activists  say 
the  most  serious  issues  facing  the  Mission 
-  displacement,  rent  hikes,  office  develop¬ 
ment,  and  gentrification  -  aren’t  going 
away  easily  or  soon  In  fact,  some  believe 
the  economy’s  downturn  may  make  things 
worse  for  artists  and  the  working  class.  “A 
downturn  in  the  economy  will  affect 
everyone  -  not  just  those  in  the  dot-com 
industry,”  says  Deborah  Walker,  co-chair 
of  the  Prop.  L  campaign  “Unfortunately,  I 
think  that  in  a  recession  the  worst  hit  are 
always  those  who  have  the  least.” 

What  about  rents?  While  a  representa¬ 
tive  for  RentTech.com  told  this  reporter 
“We’ve  been  seeing  rents  dropping  -  the 
drops  have  been  city-wide  as  far  as  we  can 
tell,”  Mission  Economic  Development 
Association  Executive  Director  Luis 
Granados  doesn’t  believe  this  trend  will 
help  the  Mission  housing  crisis.  “I  think 
the  impact  of  the  economy  on  rents  will  be 
negligible,”  says  Granados.  “People  say 
that  once  rents  go  up,  they  don’t  easily  go 
down  ...the  thresholds  have  already  been 
set  for  how  high  they  can  go,  and  landlords 
will  have  a  hard  time  bringing  them  back 
down.” 

Commercial  real  estate,  on  the  other 
hand,  is  definitely  in  less  demand  (and  is 
less  expensive)  than  a  year  ago.  “We’re  not 
seeing  new  dot-com  companies  move  into 
the  Mission,  and  most  companies  who 
rented  spaces  in  2000  are  leaving  or  filing 
bankruptcy,”  says  Ed  Maiello,  whose 
Emerald  Real  Estate  rents  commercial 
properties  in  the  Mission.  “There’s  more 
space  than  buyers  -  it’s  like  someone 
turned  on  a  switch,  then  turned  it  off.” 
Maiello  reports  that  commercial  rents  are 
dropping  citywide.  “In  November,  spaces 
were  leasing  for  $4.50  a  square  foot.  Now, 
the  same  spaces  are  leasing  for  $2.50... at 
this  point,  most  landlords  who  realize 


what’s  going  on  are  taking  significant  dis¬ 
counts.”  ' 

All  of  which  raises  the  question:  if  the 
demand  for  commercial  space  is  down, 
how  will  developers  justify  massive  devel¬ 
opments  like  Bryant  Square? 

“Unless  the  landlord  significantly 
lowers  the  rental  rate,  there’ll  be  no  need 
for  (Bryant  Square),”  says  Walker.  “With 
the  economy  cooling,  and  our  energy  sup¬ 
ply  overtaxed  by  over-development,  I 
think  a  lot  of  companies  are  looking  else¬ 
where  -  even  if  they’re  succeeding.” 

looking  ahead 

One  important  effect  of  the  cooling  econo¬ 
my,  paired  with  a  brand-new  Board  of 
Supervisors,  is  the  that  the  playing  field 
between  community  groups,  landlords, 
and  developers  is  increasingly  level. 

Ron  Groshardt  of  the  Redstone 

Tenants  Association  believes  the  econom¬ 
ic  climate  will  help  their  bid  to  purchase 
the  Redstone  Building.  “Right  now  things 
are  looking  good,  because-  the  market  is 
starting  to  depress  a  little  bit  The  owners 
have  indicated  we  still  have  a  year  until  he 
puts  it  on  the  market,  but  we’re  going  to 
start  a  fundraising  campaign  very  shortly.” 

Eric  Quesada  of  the  Mission  Anti- 
Displacement  Coalition  is  also  optimistic, 
“We  think  we’re  in  a  much  stronger  posi¬ 
tion  in  terms  of  making  sure  negative 
(development)  doesn’t  happen  on  Mission 
Street  any  longer.”  Just  because  the  bub¬ 
ble  has  burst  doesn’t  mean  the  glory  days 
of  dot-coms  are  over,  but  it  may  mark  a 
substantial  shift  in  how  the  battle  for  the 
Mission  is  fought  and  woa 

“Now  is  a  proactive  time,  when  we 
can  really  figure  out  a  progressive  agenda 
that’ll  make  development  happen  in  a  pos¬ 
itive  way  for  our  community,”  says 
Quesada.  “I  think  it  can  be  more  difficult 
to  be  proactive  and  govern  -  rather  than 
protesting  all  the  time  -  but  that’s  the  chal¬ 
lenge  ahead  of  us.  I  think  that  we’re  up  for 
it” 
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Announcing  New  San  Francisco  Location 
New  Private  Studio 
670  South  Van  Ness 
Between  17th  &  18th 

•  New  Tribal  Classes  Added  For  More  Information: 

•  Studio  Rental  l  Private  Lessons  (415)  047-0035  i  fcbd@sirius.com 

•  Resource  Center  t  Retail  Store  Order  Free  Merchandise  Catalog 

•  Dance  Fitness  Classes  P.O.  Box  400594,  SF  CA  94140 

www.fcbd.com 
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A  Swank  Neighborhood  Bar 
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Black  &  White  develop  and  print 
3”x5"  or  4"x6"  with  or  without  borders 
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darkroom  supplied  and  color  photofinishing  service. 

1089  Valencia  at  22nd  Street  641-8396 
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Yo's  Sushi  Club  •  695-1799 
The  Voodoo  Lounge  •  285-3369 
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Deep  Conditioning  Treatment 
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Grocery  Outlet  continued  t™, Page ,  F amily  F eud  at  the  Mission  Hotel 


way  I've  helped  organize  this  demonstra¬ 
tion  and  collected  1200  signatures  in 
protest." 

Salvador,  a  former  journeyman  clerk 
at  Canned  Foods  who  appeared  with  some 
other  Grocery  Outlet  employees  at  the 
rally,  said  he  had  been  employed  by  the 
business  for  14  years.  "They  didn't  tell  us 
anything  about  what  was  going  on  until 
just  two  weeks  before  they  closed.  Now  I 
work  part-time  at  another  grocery  store 
until  my  Union  can  find  me  more  full¬ 
time  work.  The  Union  didn't  protest  or 
anything." 

Lev  Michaelson,  a  Canned  Foods 
customer  since  1984  said  that  Grocery 
Outlet  was  "quintessentially  San 
Francisco.  The  cultural  diversity  of  the 
place  was  striking.  There  were  a  number 
of  immigrants  that  worked  there  and  peo¬ 


ple  got  along.  There  was  a  general  climate 
of  friendliness."  In  addition  there  was  a 
certain  amount  of  cross-cultural  fertiliza¬ 
tion.  Central  American  clerks  were  learn¬ 
ing  Russian  to  be  able  to  communicate  to 
an  increasing  number  of  Russians  making 
up  the  stores'  clientele  in  recent  years. 

Michaelson  said  that  he  lived  on  dis¬ 
ability  and  that  many  people  with  fixed 
incomes  relied  on  Grocery  Outlet  to  make 
ends  meet.  "People  are  pinched  on  rent, 
electricity  and  now  food.  The  replacement 
of  an  inexpensive  food  outlet  with  a  con¬ 
sumer  electronics  store  is  one  more  blow 
to  the  survival  of  the  poor  in  San 
Francisco." 

Best  Buy  Electronics  is  planning  to 
raze  the  current  building  and  replace  it 
with  their  new  retail  store. 


Opinion  by  Victor  Miller 

Everybody  knows  most  of  the 
Mission’s  privately  operated  resi¬ 
dential  hotels  provide  sickening, 
over  priced  accommodations  to  the  down 
and  out  on  whom  they  prey  and  places  of 
business  for  drag  dealers  and  assorted 
felons  to  whom  they  cater. 

Over  the  years,  debate  on  what  to  do 
about  this  situation  has  ranged  from  half- 
serious  suggestions  of  burning  them  down, 
preferably  with  the  inhabitants  inside,  to 
the  more  enlightened  proposal  that  they  be 
owned  or  masterleased  by  nonprofit  orga¬ 
nizations,  which  would  operate  them 
decently.  The  latter  idea  has  slowly  gained 
ground  and  former  hellholes  like  the 
Apollo  and  the  Altamont  (both  near  16th 
and  Valencia)  are  now  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  bloodsuckers.  People  who  formerly 
slept  in  alleys  now  have  a  home  and  the 
rest  of  us  worry  less  about  being  stabbed 
by  some  whacked-out  crackhead. 

Last  year,  the  nonprofit  City  Housing 
acquired  the  masterlease  on  the  248  room 
Mission  Hotel,  the  largest  and  one  of  the 
most  troubled  of  the  neighborhood’s  resi¬ 
dential  hotels.  It  was  another  step  forward, 
especially  since  City  Housing  works  in 
close  affiliation  with  the  Tenderloin 
Housing  Clinic  (THC)  that  manages  a 
number  of  hotels  in  the  Tenderloin. 

Therefore  the  January  25  protest  in 
front  of  the  Mission  Hotel,  organized  by  a 
coalition  of  tenant  and  housing  activist 
organizations  such  as  Mission  Housing 
Development  Corporation,  Mission 
Agenda  and  the  Housing  Rights 
Committee  came  as  something  of  a  shock. 
According  to  Nick  Pagaloutas  of  St. 
Peter’s  Housing  Committee  the  protest, 
which  drew  about  fifty  people,  was  orga¬ 
nized  because  City  Housing  was  about  to 
begin  evicting  22  tenants,  who  were  from 
10-12  months  behind  in  their  rent.  One 
tenant  owed  a  whopping  $4,750. 

St  Peter’s  and  other  groups  had  been 
in  negotiations  for  months  with  City 
Housing  to  try  to  avert  the  evictions  but 
negotiations  broke  down  two  days  before 
the  protest  Reasons  for  the  breakdown 
varied.  Pagaloutas  claimed  it  was  because, 
“  THC  did  not  provide  the  tenants  with  any 
means  to  pay  back  rent  That’s  the  only 
reason  we’re  here.”  Keeping  people  from 
becoming  homeless  is,  in  part,  what  non¬ 
profit  housing  programs  are  funded  to  do. 

Randy  Shaw,  director  of  the 
Tervlerloin  Housing  Clinic,  maintains  it 
was  because,  “  They  insisted  we  halt  all 
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the  [evictions]  before  discussing  any  of  the 
cases.  When  we  wouldn’t  do  that  they 
stormed  out  of  the  room.”  Shaw  feels  this 
was  an  unreasonable  demand  because 
some  tenants  had  already  made  and  failed 
to  live  up  to  payment  plans.  “It’s  not  fair  to 
other  tenants,  who  make  up  90%  of  the 
building,  that  these  tenants  don’t  pay  rent,” 
Shaw  said. 

So  there  they  were,  fighting  it  out  in 
the  street  with  dueling  press  releases, 
charges  and  counter  charges  within  a  few 
blocks  of  far  worse  hotels  with  living  con¬ 
ditions  more  despicable  than  it  is  healthy 
to  ponder.  Those  of  us  who  try  to  support 
the  progressive  work  that  nonprofits  do 
must  constantly  counter  the  suspicion  that 
these  organizations  are  peopled  by  corrupt 
knuckleheads;  public  brawls  among  the 
alleged  doers  of  good  things  tend  to  rein¬ 
force  this  impressioa 

Anyone  in  business  knows  if  you 
overextend  credit  to  some  of  your 
accounts,  you’re  never  going  to  collect  the 
whole  nut  and  that  you  have  to  take  a  lot  of 
the  blame  yourself.  City  Housing  extended 
thousands  of  dollars  in  credit  to  people 
who  were  basically  indigent  City  Housing 
no  longer  employs  the  person  responsible, 
but  now  a  number  of  people  are  in  debt  for 
extremely  onerous  amounts  of  back  tent 
and  face  possible  homelessness.  It  should 
not  have  come  to  this,  but  neither  should 
it  have  come  to  a  street  fight. 

The  Mission  Hotel  gets  all  of  its  refer¬ 
rals  from  homeless  shelters  and  has  little 
flexibility  in  selecting  or  turning  tenants 
away.  It  also  has  only  two  case  managers 
for  the  226  current  tenants.  By  contrast  the 
Altamont  and  Apollo  Hotels,  ran  by  the 
Mission  Housing  Development 
Corporation,  are  about  one  third  the 
Mission  Hotel’s  size  and  each  has  three 
case  managers.  Moreover,  their  tenants 
were  selected  from  a  list  of  1,000  appli¬ 
cants.  Obviously  from  the  outset  the 
Mission  Hotel  had  fewer  staff  to  deal  with 
a  much  tougher  clientele.  Problems  were 
bound  to  arise  from  this  situation  The 
failure  of  the  community  of  tenant  activists 
(if  it  makes  sense  to  speak  of  such)  to 
resolve  these  problems  in  a  cooperative 
sprit  is  disappointing. 

Ted  Guliksen  of  the  San  Francisco 
Tenants  Union,  whose  group  endorsed  the 
January  25  demonstration,  said  they  would 
probably  not  support  any  such  action  in 
future.  “It’s  too  bad  that  people  are 
focused  on  such  a  small  number  of  evic¬ 
tions  by  an  organization  that  is  at  least  tiy- 
ing  to  do  the  right  thing,  while  we  see  so 
many  horrendous  things  happening  all 
over  the  city.” 

Supervisor  Chris  Daly,  who  spoke  at 
the  demonstration,  took  an  appropriately 
conciliatory  position:  “All  of  us  nonprofits 
and  for-profits  need  to  come  together  to 
figure  out  how  to  help.  It’s  a  moral  issue.” 
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Theatrics  upstage  City  College  plans 

Preservationists  want  former  movie  house  to  be  saved 


The  Mission  Theater’s  marquee  will  survive,  the  theater  may  not. 


by  Victor  Miller 

San  Francisco  City  College’s  plans 
for  a  new  Mission  Campus  may 
have  to  be  redrawn  if  a  drive  to  pre¬ 
serve  the  New  Mission  Theater  gains 
steam.  The  College  bought  the  theater  and 
adjacent  Giant  Value  building  on  Mission 
near  21st  over  two  years  ago  with  the 
intention  of  razing  both  structures  and 
erecting  a  modem  two-year  college  cam¬ 
pus,  a  project  community  groups  have 
struggled  to  make  a  reality  since  1976. 

The  existing  Mission  facility  on 
Bartlett  and  20th  is  leased  from  the  School 
District  and.  College  administrators  main¬ 
tain,  is  too  small  and  not  properly  designed 
for  the  evolving  needs  its  students.  But 
there  are  also  those  who  see  the  New 
Mission  Theater  as  a  majestic  architectur¬ 
al  treasure  of  the  Mission’s  past  which 
should  be  preserved.  On  January  10, 
preservationists  and  College  supporters 
clashed  at  a  forum  held  by  College  offi¬ 
cials  to  unveil  their  plans  and  get  public 
response. 

About  150  people  attended  the  meet¬ 
ing  at  Horace  Mann  School  where  about 
two-thirds  of  the  speakers  supported  a 
design  proposal  that  would  save  only  the 
New  Mission  marquee  and  put  a  book 
store/cafe  and  childcare  center  at  street 
level. 

Those  concerned  with  restoring  the 
theater  argued  a  win-win  situation  was 
possible  in  which  the  theater  was  incorpo¬ 
rated  into  the  design  for  the  college.  “I 
want  to  see  the  college  move  forward  but 
with  the  best  possible  campus,”  said 
Charles  Chase  of  San  Francisco 
Architectural  Heritage.  Chase  claimed  the 
debate  between  preservation  and  campus 
was  a  false  one  and  pointed  to  the  compro¬ 
mise  City  College  had  reached  in  North 
Beach  where  expansion  plans  had  been 
modified  to  save  the  historic  Columbo 
Building. 

Others  saw  the  theater,  which  has 
been  closed  for  a  decade,  as  a  white  ele¬ 
phant  obstructing  a  necessary  influx  of 
resources  to  a  community  struggling  to 
keep  its  working  class  and  multicultural 
character.  “  Many  of  us  worked  very  hard 
to  keep  the  New  Mission  open  but  we  just 
could  not  get  any  major  films,”  said  long¬ 
time  Mission  activist  Roberto  Hernandez. 
“Why  is  it  that  this  [campus]  is  taking  so 
long  when  Pacbell  Park  was  built  in  a 
year?”  he  added. 

Hernandez  reiterated  the  opinions  of 
several  other  speakers  who  also  felt  the 


College’s  expansion  had  been  delayed  so 
long  because  the  project  would  ultimately 
benefit  the  Mission’s  working  poor  and 
Latino  communities,  a  sentiment  under¬ 
scored  by  the  fact  to  take  nearly  all  those 
wishing  to  move  ahead  with  the  college 
were  Latino  and  nearly  all  those  wanting 
to  save  the  theater  were  Anglo.  And  so  the 
stage  was  set  for  another  old-fashioned 
Mission  brawl.  “If  it’s  going  to  be  a  fight 
then  bring  it  on,”  said  Tracy  Brown  of 
Mission  Neighborhood  Centers. 

Supervisor  Tom  Ammiano  plans  to 
hold  hearings  on  the  issue  in  February, 
rankling  some  who  see  this  as  a  pro- 
preservationist  stance.  Ammiano  told  the 
News,  “I  am  not  convinced  the  theater 
must  be  demolished  in  order  for  the 
College  to  move  forward.  I  would  like 
have  a  look  at  this  and  find  out  what’s  pos¬ 
sible.”  Ammiano  said  the  hearings  would 
not  lead  to  any  delay  in  construction 

Carlotta  Del  Portillo,  dean  of  the 
College’s  current  Mission  site,  expressed 
concern  about  jeopardizing  the  principal 
source  of  funding,  a  $25  million  allocation 
from  the  state.  “This  is  our  third  attempt  at 
a  Mission  campus  and  if  stopped  from 
going  ahead  we  will  get  out  of  the  funding 
process,”  she  said.  Del  Portillo  also  said 
preserving  the  theater  would  entail  an 
expense  of  $10-15  million  just  for  the 
retrofit,  as  well  as  erecting  a  10-story 
building  to  secure  enough  classroom  space 
and  abandoning  the  ground  floor 
cafe/bookstore  and  childcare  facility. 

Edifice  complexities 

The  Mission  has  its  share  of  troubled 
colossi.  Community  groups  were  given 
$1.5  million  by  the  city  in  1992  to  develop 
the  massive  Mission  Armory,  but  the  enor¬ 
mous  cost  of  developing  the  building 
($20-30  million)  made  the  undertaking 
impossible  and  only  tied  up  much-needed 
economic  revitalization  funds  for  five 
years. 

The  Brava  Theater  Company  has  been 
trying  to  raise  funds  to  renovate  the  old 
York  Movie  Theater  at  24th  and  York  for 
nearly  six  years  and  is  just  nearing  the  end 
of  the  rehab  process.  Brava  executive 
director  Ellen  Gavin  sees  the  attempt  to 
preserve  the  New  Mission  as  quixotic. 
“We’ve  been  snuggling  all  these  years  just 
to  find  out  someone  else  wants  to  start  in 
on  another  one.” 

Gavin  foresaw  some  economic  prob¬ 
lems  to  preserving  the  theater  “Without  an 
operator  who  is  interested  in  running  it  it’s 
just  impossible.  We’re  still  trying  to  do  this 
[the  York]  on  half  the  money  we  need  and 


we  have  a  paid  staff  and  programming  set 
to  go.”  Gavin  said  the  York,  so  far  a  $2.2 
million-rehab  job,  was  about  a  quarter  to 
one-third  the  size  of  the  New  Mission  and, 
unlike  the  New  Mission,  did  not  need 
major  retrofitting.  “I  love  the  New  Mission 
but  I  certainly  understand  what  the  City 
College  people  are  saying.” 

Architect  Fernando  Marti  of  Urban 
Ecology,  who  is  working  on  the  redesign 
process  for  the  24th  Street  BART  Plaza, 
believes  part  of  the  responsibility  for  the 
current  controversy  rests  with  the  City 
College  itself.  ”  It’s  a  question  of  City 
College  not  making  a  good  faith  effort 
from  the  start  to  present  alternatives  that 
included  the  theater  and  an  analysis  of  why 
those  alternatives  were  impractical.” 
Marti  said  he’d  like  to  see  the  theater 
saved  but  thought  it  was  too  late,  a  situa¬ 
tion  he  finds  upsetting.  “Why  is  it  that 


other  neighborhoods  get  to  preserve  their 
past  and  we  don’t?” 

This  is  the  second  wave  of  preserva¬ 
tionist  sentiment  to  call  into  question  City 
College’s  expansion  plans.  Last  year  the 
College  finally  fought  off  a  lawsuit  filed  in 
1998  by  notorious  real  estate  developer 
Debbie  Cort  to  stop  the  demolition  of  the 
theater.  The  College  also  thwarted  an 
attempt  to  have  the  New  Mission  declared 
a  city  landmark. 

Looming  on  the  horizon,  San 
Francisco  Architectural  Heritage  is  in  the 
process  of  getting  the  building  declared  a 
state  and/or  national  landmark,  which 
would  definitely  prohibit  demolition  and 
seriously  restrict  alteratioa 

For  the  date  and  time  of  Supervisor 
Ammiano  s  hearings  call  554-5144 


THAI-RIFIC  of  Mountain  View 
Proudly  announces  the  opening  of 

J  J  ThaiBistro 

1199  Valencia  @  23rd 

Open  1 1 :30  am  - 1 0:30  pm  every  day 


Lunch  Specials  $  5.99 


Reservations  take-out 

Voice  :  41 5.826.1 1 99  orders  accepted 

Fax:  415.826.0314  wheel-chairs  accesible 
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Open  7am  to  9pm,  7  days  a  week,  365  days  a  year! 

920  Valencia  @2otb»  550-0444 
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presents 


Diego  Rivera: 

A  Mural  Legacy  in  the  United  States 


1/ 


A  presentation  by  his  daughter, 

Dr.  Guadalupe  Rivera  Marin 

An  inlimule  owning  with  Hr.  Guadalupe  Rivera  Marin,  who 
ivill  ollor  her  personal  roc  oiler  lions  and  slories  about  her 
illustrious  lather  s  contributions  to  the  history  ol  murals  in 
the  US.  Or.  Rivera  Marin  will  discuss  the  many  Rivera 
murals  in  California,  the  Mon  Workers  School  in  Men  York, 
and  the  infamous  mural  in  Rockefeller  Center. 

Friday,  February  9,  2001,  7:00pm 
SFMOMA,  Phyllis  Wattis  Theater 
151  Third  Street,  San  Francisco 

Limited  Seating!  Tickets  on  sale  at  6:00pm,  Doors  open  at  6:50pm 

S8  general  admission. 

For  information  call  415.202.9700  £> 


San  Francisco 
Auto  Repair  Center 

(415)285-8588 


OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK 
SMOG  CHECK  AVAILABLE  7  DAYS 


FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  AUTO  REPAIRS 
OFFICIAL  CALIFORNIA  SMOG  STATION 
12  MONTH  WARRANTY  ON  ALL  REPAIRS 


♦  Free  Shuttle  Service  to  &  from  BART,  Downtown  &  Nearby 
Neighborhoods  ♦  Basic  Auto  Repair  Classes  ♦  "Do-it-Yourself" 
Membership  Available  ♦  Men  &  Women  Mechanics 

♦  Dependable,  Guaranteed  Work— Honest  Prices 


•  Used  Car  Prepurchase  Diagnostic  Inspection  Service 

•  Emission  Systems/Smog  Test  Failure  Diagnosis  &  Repair 

•  Tune  Up/Lube  Service/Regular  Maintenance 

•  Cooling  Systems  •  Radiators  •  Overheating 
•Timing  Belts  •  Brakes  • Clutches  •  General  Repairs 

•  Air  Conditioning/Heaters 

•  Electrical  Problems/Rewiring/Short  Circuits 

•  Windows/Doors/Vandalism  Repairs  •  Four-Wheel  Dgive  Service 

•  Struts/Shocks/Suspension/Steering  •  CV  Joint  &>Axle  Service 

•  Check  Engine  Light  •  Computer  Diagnostics  •  Driveability 
Problems 

•  Engine  &  Transmission  Rebuilding  &  Replacement 

since  1978 


INSPECTION  & 
REPAIR  STATION  . 


OFFICIAL 

GROSS 

POLLUTER 

CERTIFICATION 

STATION 


m 
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Wifi 


BBB 
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(415)  285-8588. 

61 1  FLORIDA  STREET  (Near  18th  St.)  •  S.F.,  CA  94110 
BETWEEN  HARRISON  &  BRYANT  STREETS 

ALL  MAJOR  CREDIT  CARDS  &  ATM  ACCEPTED 


FREE 
BRAKE 
& 

SAFETY 
INSPECTION 

($42.50  VALUE) 


A  diverse  area:  a  small  auto  repair,  next  to  live  work,  next  housing. 
M.  Toby  Levine 


Prime  real  estate:  a  short  history  of 
the  Northeast  Mission  Industral  Zone 


By  M.  Toby  Levine 

Recently,  the  New  Mission  News 
has  published  several  articles  high¬ 
lighting  the  current  speculative  and 
unstable  land  -use  situation  the  Northeast 
Mission  When  analyzing  the  current 
predicament,  we  need  to  recall  that  during 
the  70 ’s  and  80 ’s  dozens  of  industrial  busi¬ 
nesses  left  the  Northeast  Mission  includ¬ 
ing  U.S.  Steel,  Hamm’s  Brewery,  Regal 
Pale  Brewery,  Best  Foods,  Lone  Star 
Cement,  Koret  of  California,  Kilpatrick’s 
Bakery,  and  Cummins  Diesel,  to  name  a 
few. 

These  organizations  relocated  or  went 
out  of  business  for  a  variety  of  reasons:  the 
lack  of  space;  the  need  to  expand;  the  high 
cost  of  doing  business  in  the  City,  the  lack 
of  suitable  rail  or  track  access  and  even  a 
fear  of  NIMBYism.  These  industries  rep¬ 
resented  JOBS  and  particularly  blue-collar 
jobs.  Their  loss  caused  individuals  and 
families  to  suffer. 

In  their  place,  though,  other  business¬ 
es  located  in  the  Northeast  Mission 
Industrial  Zone  (The  NEMLZ),  roughly 
bounded  by  Potrero,  South  Van  Ness,  20th 
and  Division.  Many  have  remained  to  this 
day,  including  Lumberman,  the  MUNI 
Maintenance  Yard,  Quick  and  Easy  Tool 
Rental,  a  PG&E  expansion,  a  U.C. 
Expansion,  TCI  (cable)  and  Dolby  Sound. 
During  the  90 ’s,  other  firms  disappeared, 
including  Lilli  Ann  and  the  S.F.  Auto 
Center.  But  then,  KQED,  Rainbow, 
Foodsco,  the  Potrero  Center  (replacing  the 
Auto  Center)  and  an  expanded  SPCA  all 
have  located  in  the  NEMLZ.  So,  there  is 
an  on-going  evolution,  an  ebb  and  flow;  a 
certain  resiliency  in  the  neighborhood. 

In  1990,  the  Mission  Economic 
Development  Association  (MEDA) 
became  alarmed  over  the  loss  of  industries 
and  jobs  in  the  NEMIZ.  The  alarm  was 
furthered  by  the  mini-  recession  that  was 
occurring  in  San  Francisco,  creating  a  fear 
of  job-loss  even  though  new  jobs  were 
being  created.  MEDA  took  a  three- 
pronged  approach.  The  first  was  to  exam¬ 
ine  what  was  really  happening  in  the  area, 
and  the  second  was  to  assist  the  local  busi¬ 
nesses  to  become  organized  so  that  they 
would  have  a  policy  voice  in  City 
Government  and  the  third,  and  hardest, 
was  to  establish  a  business  attraction  pro¬ 
gram. 

The  first  prong  resulted  in  an  in-depth 
study  of  the  NEMIZ  completed  in  1991, 
and  the  second  created  the  Northeast 
Mission  Business  Association  (NEMBA) 
which  is  very  much  alive  today  and  pro¬ 
vides  the  business  community  with  a  poli¬ 
cy  and  action  forum. 

Both  of  these  efforts  brought  about  a 
renewed  interest  in  the  NEMIZ  and  the 
sense  that  the  neighborhood  had  favorable 


attributes  to  offer  businesses  and  industries 
and  was  a  viable  source  of  jobs.  MEDA 
surveyed  all  400  existing  businesses  in  the 
NEMIZ  to  determine  their  needs  and  con¬ 
cerns.  The  three  prime  reasons  given  for 
moving,  at  that  time,  were  the  need  to 
expand,  issues  related  to  crime  and  safety, 
and  the  high  cost  of  rent/doing  business.  It 
also  became  clear  that  with  7500  jobs, 
20%  of  which  were  held  by  Mission  resi¬ 
dents;  the  NEMIZ  was  a  critical  resource 
for  the  community. 

Dueling  development  plans 

Since  businesses  had  been  vacating  and 
there  was  space  available,  the  NEMIZ  was 
considered  as  a  possible  expansion  site  for 
the  University  of  California  Medical 
Center.  There  were  already  a  number  of 
active  U.C  facilities  in  the  neighborhood 
including  San  Francisco  General  Hospital 
and  the  former  Far  West  Labs  on  Folsom 
Street  The  University,  with  the  help  of  the 
planning  commission  president,  identified 
nine  possible  sites  for  expansion,  includ¬ 
ing  the  Best  Foods  properties  on  Bryant. 
Meanwhile,  housing  activists  and  the  plan¬ 
ning  department  had  identified  39  other 
sites  in  the  NEMIZ  suitable  for  housing. 

The  latter  prospect  sent  shivers  through 
many  of  the  local  businesses  for  fear  of 
displacement,  land  speculation  and  the 
NYMBYism  that  can  all-too-often  follow 
housing.  (E.g.  Live/wotk  vs.  Nightclubs  in 
SOMA).  However,  the  proposal  for  a  sec¬ 
ond  U.C.  campus  with  a  focus  on  medical 
research  alarmed  most  everyone;  artists, 
residents  and  the  business  community.  No 
one  believed  that  the  University,  once 
established  as  a  campus,  would  allow  for 
the  interesting  mix  that  the  NEMIZ  then 
contained. 

The  next  three  years,  1991-1994, 
brought  endless  discussion  and  controver¬ 
sy  concerning  the  future  of  the  NEMIZ. 
The  mayor’s  office  formed  a  Task  Force  to 
study  the  issue.  Three  plans  for  rezoning 
the  neighborhood  were  developed;  two 
generated  by  the  planning  department  and 
one  by  the  community.  Some  business 
leaders  were  absolutely  opposed  to  any 
affordable  residential  housing  in  the  heart 
of  the  NEMIZ.  They  viewed  residential 
development  as  a  threat  to  their  livelihood, 
though  some  did  not  mind  live/work. 
(Live/work  seemed  to  be  a  way  to  enable 
the  small  business  tradition  to  continue  in 
the  neighborhood.) 

The  artists  wanted  live/work  but  only 
for  artists.  Other  activists  strongly  sup¬ 
ported  the  building  of  affordable  housing 
units,  but  not  in  the  most  industrial  parts  of 
the  NEMIZ.  The  planning  commission 
was  anxious  to  find  an  expansion  site  for 
U.C.,  even  though  the  neighborhood  was 
totally  opposed  to  U.C.  developing  a  cam¬ 
pus.  Their  presence,  it  was  thought,  would 
'  drive  up  land  costs  and  change  the  nature 
of  the  neighborhood  forever. 
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By  1994,  there  was  no  consensus  at  all 
and  there  were  a  lot  of  unhappy  people  on 
all  sides  of  the  issue.  It  became  clear  that 
U.C.  would  not  expand  in  the  Mission,  and 
therefore,  would  not  pay  for  the  environ¬ 
mental  studies  that  would  have  to  be  done 
if  there  was  to  be  a  U.C.  Mission  campus. 
Since  the  recession  was  still  on,  there  were 
no  City  funds  available  for  the  rezoning  of 
the  NEMLZ,  no  matter  which  plan  or  com¬ 
bination  of  plans  was  accepted. 

In  1994  City  Planning  Commission 
Resolution  (#13794)  named  a  small  area  of 
the  NEMIZ  an  Industrial 
Promotion/Protection  Zone  (IPZ)  to  pro¬ 
tect  that  area  from  residential  and  certain 
types  of  artist  live/woik  developments. 
The  intent  was  to  sustain  the  vitality  and 
stability  of  the  area’s  industrial,  manufac¬ 
turing,  service  and  commercial  activities. 
The  resolution  was  approved  on  December 
15, 1994,  prohibiting  all  residential  uses  in 
the  IPZ,  which  covered  approximately  16 
square  blocks,  and  required  that  any 
live/work  project  of  10  or  more  units  be 
brought  to  the  commission  under  discre¬ 
tionary  review.  This  resolution  appears  to 
have  been  ignored  since  there  are  several 
large  live/work  loft  projects  within  the 
IPZ. 


In  1996,  the  City  elected  a  new  mayor, 
the  San  Francisco  economy  began  to  siz¬ 
zle,  and  the  NEMIZ  was  hot  The  sizzle 
was  fired  by  multimedia  and  the  new  cyber 
technologies,  the  industries  of  youth. 
However,  not  all  new  businesses  to  the 
neighborhood  were  dot-com.  Joseph 
Schmidt  purchased  and  rehabilitated  what 
seemed  to  be  the  worst  building  in  the 
area,  and  opened  a  rich  chocolate  factory 
in  1997  with  100  employees.  The  School 
District  built  a  state-of-the-art  technical 
high  school  on  the  old  Regal  Pale  site.  The 
“Sac”,  a  textile  company,  planted  their 
headquarters  in  the  NEMIZ,  and  the  list  of 
sources  of  new  employment  and  new 
activity  goes  on.  Dot-com  and  multimedia 
industries  are  labeled  as  service  industries 
by  the  planning  department,  which  permits 
their  activities  in  industrial  districts. 


Hie  loft  invasions 

In  1997  and  again  in  1999,  the  planning 
commission  made  an  effort  to  deal  with 
the  rising  loss  of  industrial  space  to  lofts 
and  dot-coms.  Industrial  Protection  Zones 
were  expanded  and  strengthened  in  sever¬ 
al  parts  of  the  City  including  the  NEMIZ. 
Projects,  though,  that  were  already  in  the 
pipeline  were  allowed  to  continue,  even 
though  in  future  they  would  no  longer  be 
permitted.  An  example  of  this  is  the 
approval  of  64  lofts  with  6  retail  units  on 
the  old  Bode  lot  at  Harrison  and  16th  in 
November  of  2000.  This  project  had  been 
in  the  pipeline  for  several  years  and  so, 
though  amended,  it  sailed  through. 

Large  loft  projects,  in  the  guise  of 
live/work  units,  have  leapfrogged  in  and 
around  the  NEMIZ.  Marty  lofts  are  really 
dot-com  offices  in  disguise,  or  are  simply 
expensive  housing  without  any  “work”. 
Offices  are  also  permitted  in  industrial  dis¬ 
tricts. 

When  expensive  lofts  are  allowed  to 


settle  in  industrial  neighborhoods  the  price 
of  land  is  driven  up,  making  it  more  diffi¬ 
cult  for  small  and  medium-sized  business¬ 
es  to  expand  or  to  survive  and  thus  defeat¬ 
ing  one  of  the  purposes  of  the  industrial 
districts.  And  yet  businesses  such  as 
Rainbow  Grocery  with  its  170  jobs  or 
Continental  Bakery  with  250  jobs  on 
Bryant  Street  are  necessary  for  the  survival 
of  San  Francisco  in  terms  of  jobs  and  ser¬ 
vices  they  provide. 

If  you  roam  around  the  NEMIZ,  you 
will  observe  lots  of  business  and  light 
industrial  activity.  It’s  a  busy  and  exciting 
neighborhood.  Over  the  years,  marry  of 
the  industrial  buildings  have  been  seismi- 
cally  retrofitted  at  great  expense  and  pos¬ 
sess  distinguished  building  forms.  There 
is  a  sense  of  pride  all  around. 

You  will  also  observe  buildings  that 
have  been  emptied,  and  in  some  cases  left 
empty.  You  may  ask  yourself,  why? 
Those  properties,  some  of  which  have 
become  quite  marginal,  are  being  held  for 
a  better  price,  a  bigger  deal  or  in  some 
cases  to  find  the  retrofit  funding. 
Businesses  that  once  occupied  those 
spaces  may  have  been  forced  out,  because 
some  owners  view  an  empty  building  as  a 
distinct  advantage  in  terms  of  its  reuse. 

There  are  also  a  few  empty  lots  or  lots 
that  are  marginally  used  because  some 
empty  property  can  be  an  advantage  when 
a  desirable  business  needs  to  expand  rather 
than  relocate  outside  the  NEMIZ. 


A  need  for  balance 

The  NEMIZ  is  a  valuable  community 
resource,  and  should  be  provided  with  the 
land  use  regulations  and  city  support  that 
enhances  its  value  to  business  start-ups, 
small  and  medium-sized  business  expan¬ 
sion  and  job  development.  The  area  should 
have  a  balance  of  the  businesses  that  rep¬ 
resent  the  new  21st  century  economy  with 
the  services  we  all  need.  With  the  new 
industries,  as  well  as  the  service  industries, 
it  could  be  possible  to  build  work-  place 
housing  in  parts  of  the  NEMIZ  using 
underutilized  lots  and  by  acquiring  the  air 
rights  above  existing  buildings. 

In  1991-94,  an  effort  was  made  to 
look  at  the  neighborhood  and  find  new 
paradigms  for  its  future.  Consensus  was 
never  reached  then,  partly  because  of  the 
way  the  discussion  was  structured  and 
partly  because  the  participants  sensed  that 
if  the  outcome  was  not  in  a  particular 
direction  (biotech),  that  City  support 
would  be  withdrawn. 

If  the  community  plan  had  been 
endorsed,  there  would  have  been  an  IPZ, 
and  there  would  have  been  affordable 
housing  built  (we  hope).  Perhaps  it  is  time 
to  revisit  this  issue.  Is  there  a  way  that  the 
NEMIZ  could  be  fashioned  to  incorporate 
industries  of  the  future  as  well  as  the  needs 
of  today?  This  same  question  could  be 
raised  throughout  the  Missioa  Let’s  have 
a  conversation. 


American  Classics 


Handmade,  solid 
hardwood  furniture 
from  our  workshop  in 
Maine. 
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Remedies.] 

1026  Valencia  St. 
at  21st. 

415/826-2026 

www . bradcochair . com 
www . mainecootage . com 


THE  SMART  ALTERNATIVE 


M  Toby  Levine  has  been  a  Mission  resi¬ 
dent  for  3  4  ' years  and  is  a  former  member 
of  the  Planning  Commission. 


■Reliable,  clean  vehicles  "Low  rates-  Daily,  weekly,  monthly 
■Locally  owned  &  Family  Operated  ■  Open  7  days  a  week 


Ibarra  Brothers  Printing 

TYPESETTING  •  DESIGN  •  PRINTING 


Invoices  •  Flyers  •  Logos 
Letterheads  •  Envelopes 
•  Postcards  •  Magazines  •  Newsletters  •  Labels 
Stamps  •  Business  Cards  •  Presentation  Folders 

1009  Valencia  (at  2 1st) 

Ph:  826-6700  Fx:  826-6701 


Giant  Color 
Banners  &; 
Posters 

^  up  to  3ft  x  12ft  j 
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(415)  282-6293 
2955  3rd  street 

Between  Cesar  Chavez 
and  25th  street 


Free  pick  up  in 

the  Mission! 
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i) 


& 


; 


CAFE  AR.GUELLO 

^7^  lining  in  a  JHocreAjj  ^tnilz,  ^SsJttLncj 

CLASSIC  SPANISH  DINNERS 
*=&,  AMERICAN  FAVORITES 
WINE  AND  BEER 
TAPAS  BAR 

w 

Gfitn  fox  Jluxich  fiom  llam-3fun  ^U£.sday-<Sa£uxday 
fbinnsx  i£wei  itaxtincj  at  6 ’.30 fun 
tDfun  aft  day  cSunday  dtoied  <sA/[onday 

1499  Valencia  at  26th  415.643.3160 


Sometimes,  looks 

c^m  be  deceiving. 


More  packaging. 
More  money. 
LESS  Food. 


Less  packaging. 
Less  money. 
MORE  Food. 


5*'1®  p«ck«3‘n^- 

H  it  1 

the  largest 

si'se  y0t4  C(,n  Mse 


s^e 
money 

«jnd  the 

^tronKienf 

too/ 


sfrecycles.org 
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CONFESSIONS  OF 
A  CLASS  ENEMY 


By  Joan  Holden 

When  he  heard  my  plans  for  my 
mother’s  legacy,  her  lawyer 
choked.  “Be  a  landlord  in  San 
Francisco?  Rent  control  will  make  your 
life  hell!  And  you’ll  never  make  any 
money.”  I  replied  loftily  that  I  didn’t  want 
to  make  money.  I  was  for  rent  control.  I 
would  buy  a  building  in  the  Mission  to 
defend  one  tiny  comer  of  my  neighbor¬ 
hood,  from  the  real  estate  market. 

I’m  still  for  rent  control,  but  it  almost 
forced  me  to  sell  my  building:  On  the 
scale  of  human  misfortunes  this  one  ranks 
low,  I  know.  I’m  not  looking  for  sympa¬ 
thy.  I’m  writing  this  story  to  testify  that 
I’ve  found  truth  in  landlords’  complaints 
that  I  used  to  scoff  at  And  I  fear  there’s 
also  troth  in  their  warnings:  making  regu¬ 
lations  ever  more  stringent  stops  small 
owners  from  fixing  buildings,  and  drives 
them  to  sell.  I’m  sorry  there  are  so  many 
numbers,  but  numbers  are  what  this  is 
about. 

From  selling  my  grandmother’s  farm, 
my  partner  and  I  had  $180,000.  With  that 
much  down,  and  allowing  for  taxes  and 
insurance,  we  thought  could  meet  the 
mortgage  on  four  units.  After  six  weeks 
hunting,  it  seemed  we’d  have  to  settle  for 
two;  then  our  real  estate  agent,  a  friend, 
found  the  perfect  building.  Dumpy-look¬ 
ing  but  sunny,  2  blocks  from  BART,  with  a 
big  yard  and  fruit  trees:  two  giant  flats 
long  ago  cut  into  4  apartments,  all  for 
$395  K! 

You  could  see  right  away  there  was 
more  to  fix  than  termites:  crumbling  brick 
foundation,  stained  walls,  alarming  sag  in 
the  first-story  floor.  But  still,  for  the  price 
of  a  single-family  house... !?  The  four  rents 
totaled  $3300:  I  was  sure  we  could  make 
this  work!  My  partner,  a  sometime  car¬ 
penter  and  full-time  realist,  insisted  we 
borrow  an  extra  $50  K  for  repairs. 

Anyone  who’s  fixed  a  house  knows 
where  this  is  going.  A  new  foundation,  in 
San  Francisco,  means  a  Seismic  Retrofit. 
You  must  hire  an  engineer,  he  makes  you 
add  a  sheer-wall.  You  have  to  reroute  gas 
lines  and  plumbing,  making  this  the  time 
to  switch  from  lead  pipes  to  copper.  For 
the  first-floor  work,  the  furnace  ducts  have 
to  be  moved,  making  this  the  time  to 
replace  the  furnaces. 

We  refinanced,  at  the  Realist’s  insis¬ 
tence  borrowing  an  extra  $10K,  for  the 
emergency  fund  every  owner  is  supposed 
to  keep  in  case  the  pipes  burst  or  the  roof 
blows  off.  Our  nut  was  now  $3500.  We 
were  losing  now,  but  we  didn’t  panic, 
because  we’d  learned  the  Rent  Board 
would  allow  up  to  a  10%  rent  increase  to 
pass  through  the  cost  of  capital  improve¬ 
ments.  The  Yes  on  H  campaign  decried 
“gold-plating”;  landlords  passing  through 
the  cost  of  luxuries  that  gentrify  apart¬ 
ments.  That  couldn’t  happen  under  the 
process  I  went  through  The  rales  define 
capital  improvements  as  ones  necessary 
for  the  health  and  safety  of  buildings:  they 
explicitly  disallow  gold-plating. 

The  petition  took  days:  I  hadn’t  set  up 
my  records  right.  Each  separate  expense 
on  a  complex  two-year  project  must  be 
listed  in  order  with  start  and  finish  dates 
and  increases  calculated,  and  be  submitted 
in  multiple  copies  with  documentation  of 
each  item  attached.  Neither  our  real  estate 
agent  nor  our  contractor,  both  owners,  had 
ever  filed  a  Rent  Board  petition  -’’too 


much  paperwork”.  If  it’s  too  much  for 
them,  it’s  got  to  be  too  much  for  the  retired 
garbagemen  who  were  my  landlords  in 
North  Beach,  or  the  old  longshoreman  I 
used  to  see  taking  loving  care  of  his  six 
units  on  Treat. 

I  turned  in  a  phonebook-size  bundle  in 
March  At  the  hearing — in  July — we  had 
to  defend  the  structural  need  for  each 
expense  to  a  hearing  officer,  the  tenants, 
and  an  advocate  they  brought  from  a  hous¬ 
ing  rights  organization.  The  city  pays  her 
salary;  if  my  partner  weren’t  a  construc¬ 
tion  expert.  I’d  have  had  to  hire  one.  The 
ruling  came  down  in  October:  we  got  our 
increase  a  month  before  Prop.  H  passed 
and  cancelled  it. 

This  left  us  in  a  hole  which  was 
already  deep:  in  January,  the  RV-driving 
tenant  in  apartment  #2  stopped  paying 
rent.  He’d  been  late  before;  we  waited 
three  months,  then  sent  Notice  to  Quit. 
Counseled  by  a  city -financed  tenants’ 
organization,  RV-man  filed  a  counter- 
complaint.  The  charges  were  specious  but 
would  buy  him  time,  said  the  lawyer  we 
had  to  hire  for  $1000.  The  quickest  way 
would  be  to  settle:  offer  free  rent  till  Labor 
Day.  So  much  for  the  emergency  fund. 
Prop  H  allows  Operating  and  Maintenance 
increases,  and  has  a  “fair  return”  provision 
that’s  supposed  to  protect  landlords  from 
actual  loss. 

But  we’d  waited  seven  months,  bleed¬ 
ing  money,  for  our  first  ruling  from  the 
Rent  Board  and  had  no  more  money  to 
bleed.  As  for  the  claim  that  landlords  dou¬ 
ble-dip,  because  improvements  come  off 
your  taxes:  a  depreciated  amount  comes 
off  your  taxable  income — but  the  increase 
the  tenants  pay  goes  onto  it.. 
“Actually,  I  have  a  good  landlord,”  a  sur¬ 
prising  number  of  tenant  militants  will 
confess.  They  probably  mean  small-time 
owners  like  the  garbagemen  and  the  long¬ 
shoremen,  who  bought  their  places  years 
ago  and  have  mortgages  low  enough  that 
they’re  content,  and  who  are  maintaining 
their  own  buildings,  with  rents  of  $600  or 
$700. 

They  can’t  mean  owners  like  the  one 
we  bought  from,  an  absentee  who  let  the 
windows  leak  and  the  foundation  crumble 
till  opportunity  knocked  in  the  Philippines. 
Good  landlords  aren’t  looking  for  opportu¬ 
nities,  but  the  day  comes  when  they  need  a 
seismic  retrofit  or  a  new  roof.  Then  they 
have  to  choose:  spend  $100K  they’ll 
never  get  back  in  their  lifetimes,  or  sell  the 
building  for  thirty  times  what  they  paid  for 
it? 

“You  shouldn’t  have  bought  a  build¬ 
ing  if  you  couldn’t  afford  it,”  a  Prop  H 
activist  told  me.  Couldn’t  afford  to  subsi¬ 
dize  four  households’  rents?  Defeated 
owners  were  mostly  who  was  selling  when 
I  was  looking,  in  1998.  The  rest  were  spec¬ 
ulators.  Do  we  really  want  all  the  housing 
in  the  city  in  the  hands  of  those  who  can 
really  afford  it:  big  real  estate  companies 
who  can  pay  managers  and  lawyers  to  deal 
with  their  tenants,  expeditors  to  deal  with 
the  Rent  Board  (turns  out  people  make  a 
living  that  way)  and  lobbyists  to  deal  with 
the  laws? 

My  partner  and  I  got  lucky:  another 
tenant  moved.  We  raised  two  rents  enough 
to  cover  the  margin  and  keep  the  building, 
for  now.  A  law  that  makes  it  good  luck  to 
lose  an  old  tenant?  There’s  got  to  be 
something  better. 

Joan  Holden  is  a  playwright  and  political 
activist. 
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24th  Street  BART  Plaza  redesign 
moves  ahead  at  second  public  forum 


A  proposal:  bring  the  Coyolxauhqui  home 


by  Joe  Donohoe 

The  second  of  three  community 
workshops  was  held  at  the  Mission 
Cultural  Center  on  Saturday, 
January  27th  to  discuss  future  plans  for 
BART  and  the  evolution  of  the  24th  Street 
BART  Station  in  particular.  Long-term 
goals  for  BART  in  the  Mission  involve  a 
feasibility  study  concerning  a  new  BART 
Station  at  30th  and  Mission  Streets  as  well 
as  improvements  in  service  and  the  quality 
of  life  surrounding  BART’s  presence  in  the 
neighborhood.  The  last  involves  the  elimi¬ 
nation  of  crime  and  improving  public  safe¬ 
ty  as  well  as  making  the  two  existing 
BART  Plazas  places  where  “people  feel  at 
home,”  according  to  one  participant 

The  meeting  was  divided  into  five 
panels,  consisting  of  members  of  the  com¬ 
munity  who  brainstormed  regarding  what 
they  wanted  to  see  in  the  24th  Street 
BART  Plaza  Among  the  subjects  men¬ 
tioned  was  making  the  Mission  BART 
Plaza  more  like  the  Metro  stations  in 
Mexico  City,  with  art  and  murals  created 
by  local  artists  beautifying  the  area,  pro¬ 
viding  secure  bicycle  parking,  and  creating 
an  atmosphere  in  which  people  could  min¬ 
gle  comfortably. 


As  one  BART  representative  said, 
“We  would  like  to  make  people  feel  that 
the  Mission  is  a  place  to  come  to,  not  just 
commute  through.”  One  of  the  five  panels 
recommended  a  community  kiosk  where 
people  could  make  suggestions,  ask  for 
help  or  file  complaints  throughout  the  day. 

Sandra  Vivanco,  an  architect/design¬ 
er,  said  that  her  group  believed  “the  plazas 
should  celebrate  cultural  memory,  ele¬ 
ments  that  preserve  and  strengthen  the 
identity  of  the  neighborhood.”  To  this  end 
a  number  of  mosaics  and  murals  depicting 
pre-Columbian  art  and  the  heritage  of  the 
Mission’s  Latino  community  have  been 
created  at  the  Mission  Cultural  Center, 
these  might  provide  some  of  the  color  of 
the  improved  plaza  and  station. 

Peter  Carpou,  a  Mission  resident,  said 
that  his  group  wanted  to  allow  for  mer¬ 
chant  craft  booths,  and  perhaps  a  canopied 
stage  for  local  musicians  and  performing 
artists  to  perform  ore  Better  lighting  and 
maintenance  were  also  mentioned  as 
potential  improvements  to  the  24th  Street 
Statioa 

These  design  concepts  will  be  fleshed 
out  and  finalized  at  the  third  meeting  later 
this  year. 


One  of  the  art  objects  based  on 
Meso- American  themes  proposed 
for  the  BART  Plaza  could  be  a  cir¬ 
cular  relief  sculpture  of  the  Aztec  Moon 
goddess  Coyolxauhqui.  The  twelve-foot 
diameter  sculpture  has  spent  the  last  two 
years  in  the  East  Bay.  It  is  an  exact  replica 
of  a  three-quarter-ton  artifact  that  was 
stumbled  upon  in  1978  by  telephone  work¬ 
ers  excavating  a  trench  in  the  heart  of 
Mexico  City.  The  discovery  led  to  the 
unearthing  and  restoration  of  the  founda¬ 
tions  of  the  ancient  Aztec  pyramid  that 
was  destroyed  by  the  Spanish  in  1521. 

Depicted  on  the  artifact  is 
Coyolxauhqui,  Goddess  of  the  Moon,  who 
was  killed  along  with  her  400  brothers,  the 
stars,  by  her  brother  Huitzilopochtli,  God 
of  the  Sun,  for  plotting  against  her  mother, 
the  earth  goddess.  Scholars  of  the  Meso- 
American  myth  say  that  the  story  is  sym¬ 
bolic  of  the  sun’s  victory  over  the  moon, 
the  stars  and  the  night 

In  the  early  nineties  a  group  of  artists 
from  Mexico  and  the  Mission  became  seri¬ 
ous  about  creating  a  life-size  copy  of  the 
stone  and  began  work  at  the  Mission 
Cultural  Center.  While  initially  the  idea  of 
displaying  the  finished  statue  at  the  24th 
Street  BART  Station  was  considered  polit¬ 
ical,  economic  and  other  factors  delayed 
the  completion  of  the  project 


2E  3422  25th  Street  (oft  Mission). 
3  415*920*8964 

X  •  Open  11 :30am  to  8pm  Mon-Sat 
www.thumbsupmarbles.com 


The  work  was  finished  in  unfired  clay 
but  funds  to  make  a  mold  and  cast  it  in  a 
more  permanent  material  ran  out  The 
Coyolxauhqui,  too  big  to  pass  through  the 
doors  of  the  Cultural  Center's  Studio  D 
was  trapped  for  years  until  the  money  to 
fabricate  a  latex  mold  was  found.  For  a 
time  Coyolxauhqui  remained  as  a  seg¬ 
mented  latex  mold,  until  finally  being  cast 
in  fiberglass  in  1998.  This  cast  was  stored 
outside  in  a  lot  for  nine  months  until  Jason 
Rojas  arranged  for  it  to  be  sheltered 
indoors  in  Oakland,  where  it  remains 
today.  Perhaps,  the  neglected  work  should 
be  installed  at  the  BART  Plaza  as  original¬ 
ly  envisioned  The  Coyolxauhqui  is  a  work 
of  stunning  power.  The  original  dominates 
the  Pyramid  Museum  in  Mexico  City  and 
is  perhaps  one  of  the  most  arresting  unages 
from  Pre-Columbian  Central  Mexico. 


WORLD  CLASS 

DOG  WALKER 


Reliable,  honest 
Dog  Lover  will 
give  your  dog 
undivided  love 
and  attention, 
plus  a  good 
healthy  walk. 

$15  per  One-Hour  Walk 

-or- 

$75  per  Week  (Mon-Fri) 
Call  Daniel  (415)401-0533 


©  Business  slow? 

Advertise! 

in  the  New  Mission  News 

Call  Jane  Dixon 
(415)  826-2320 


COMMUNITY  ARTISTS  INVITE  YOU  TO  ATTEND 

GREAT  ART  AUCTION 

A  FUNDRAISING  EVENT  TO  BENEFIT  THE 
VICTIMS  OF  THE  RECENT  EARTHQUAKE  IN 

EL  SALVADOR  M 


Mission  Cultural  Center 
2868  Mission  Street 

Feb  10,  2001  -  12:00  noon  -  8:00pm  •  $5  Suggested  Donation 

Music ,  Poetry  and  More  / 

For  information  contact  Ricardo  Cartagena  CACHI  @  H0TMAIL.COM 
ARTBEAT:  (415)643-8721 
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Tired  of  worrying  about 

your  Web  servers? 
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Enjoy  a  good  night’s  sleep... 
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ServOn 

Managed  Web  Hosting 

415-553-6831 

www.servon.com 


WORSE  THAN  WILLIE:  Oh 

no!  Terence  “Kayo”  Hallinan,  the  hot-but- 
hollow-headed  SF  District  Attorney,  is 
presently  plotting  to  run  for  the  Mayor’s 
Office.  Eeeck!  The  Fighting  Irishman  has 
more  filthy  laundry  than  the  Dishonorable 
Brown,  plus  he’s  as  diplomatic  and  wise  as 
Mike  Tysoa  Hallinan  is  the  local  equiv¬ 
alent  of  “Shrub”  Bush;  his  City  Hall  career 
was  paved  solely  by  respect  for  his  par¬ 
ents,  radical  lawyer  Vincent  and  human 
rights  activist  Vivian... 

Terry  the  Terror  was  a  violent  teen 
delinquent,  caged  regularly  inside  Marin 
County  Jail  and  SF  Juvenile  Hall  for  fight¬ 
ing  and  assault  convictions.  Sure,  he’s 
done  fun  commendable  stuff  like  promote 
the  legalization  of  prostitution  and  medic¬ 
inal  marijuana  But  don’t  be  fooled;  this 
so-called  “Progressive”  long  ago  sold  out 
to  the  dark  side. 

Women  voters  take  note:  Humping 
Hallinan  resisted  a  1985  paternity  suit  filed 
against  him  until  a  court-ordered  blood  test 
proved  he  was  a  Daddy-in-  Denial. 
Terence  subsequently  lied  about  his 
income,  reporting  $36,000  instead  of 
$250,000,  so  he’d  only  have  to  pay  his 


Javier  Torres,  D.D.S. 

2460  Mission  Street,  Suite  215 
(Between  20  th  and  21st  Streets) 
San  Francisco,  CA  941 10 


Phone:  (415)826-1842 


Open:  Tuesdays  9-6 
Thursdays  9  -  6 
Saturdays  8-5 


Grand  Opening 

Dental  Office 
General  Dentristry 

1 8  Years  of  Experience 
Most  Dental  Plans  Accepted 
Hablamos  Espanol 


Exam, 

(-Rays  (if  necessary),  and 
Teeth  Cleaning 

Offer  expires  2/28/2001 

Exam  (0110),  X-Rays  (0274),  Teeth  Cleaning  (1110) 


THE  BEST  MARGARITA*  AND 
AUTHENTIC  MEXICAN  CUISINE 

IN  THE  BAY  AREA  ( 

NEW 

Weekend  brunch 

If  8AM-2PM 

SATURDAY  ( 
AND  SUNDAY 


sprouting  seed  $500/month.  The  dude’s  a 
deadbeat!  Misogyny  reared  its  red  head 
again  when  Scary  Terry  the  Supervisor 
was  forced  to  settle  a  sexual  harassment 
case  filed  against  him  by  a  former  staff 
member. 

Creepy  crimes,  sure,  but  the  ugliest 
sin  occurred  two  years  ago  when  he  sav¬ 
agely  sicced  his  office  on  the  three  pie- 
tossers  of  the  Biotic  Baking  Brigade  who 
creamed  Willie  Brown  in  public. 
Although  Hallinan  was  prejudiced  by  his 
35-year  friendship  with  Da  Mayor,  he 
pressed  forward  on  the  prosecution,  squan¬ 
dering  $30,000  in  taxpayers’  money  to 
cruelly  lock  the  pastry  protesters  in  the 
slammer  for  six  months.  He  should  have 
dismissed  the  case  or  at  least  allowed  them 
to  do  community  service. 

I  hope  the  punchy  ex-boxer  gets 
knocked  out  in  the  electoral  race  in  the 
first  round,  right  after  the  bell,  to  encour¬ 
age  his  civic  retirement. 

TOMMY  THE  TYRANT:  is 

the  populist  rhetoric  of  Tom  Ammiano  just 
phony  hot  gas?  Why  does  he  pooh-pooh 
the  democratic  will  of  the  citizenry?  Voters 
in  November  trounced  his  desire  that  every 
Supervisor  receive  a  “third  aide”,  but 
Tommiano  just  can’t  let  it  go.  At  the  first 
Supesmeeting  he  shrilled  once  again  for 
more  staff.  Personally,  I  think  what  he 
needs  is  a  Hearing  Aid.  The  people  have 
spoken,  so  shut  up  and  work! 

CASTRATION  SCANDAL: 

Eunuchs  are  dangling  from  tree  branches 
in  San  Francisco;  thousands  of  ’em,  sadis¬ 
tically  “fixed.”  I’m  not  whining  about 
pedophiles  or  canines.  No,  the  sterilized 
victims  I’m  in  a  tizzy  about  are  innocent 
fruit  trees.  Cherry  trees  display  their  sexy 
pink  blossoms  in  April,  but  morsels  of 
Bing  do  not  follow.  February  blooms 
hordes  of  plum  trees,  but  the  tart  buttock¬ 
shaped  edibles  never  arrive.  Pears?  This 
long-breasted  snack  has  been  dwarfed  to 
the  size  of  a  fingernail  in  our 

fruitophobic  city. 


Why  does  San  Francisco  only  plant 
species  that  have  been  genetically-stripped 
of  their  ability  t0  be31"?  Doug  Wildman, 
Planting  Program  Director  of  “Friends  of 
the  Urban  Forest”  says  there’s  a  city  ordi¬ 
nance  that  forbids  fertile  pear,  plum  and 
cherry  trees  because:  1)  Slippery  side¬ 
walks  caused  by  the  squashed  juicy  fruit 
creates  a  pedestrian  safety  hazard,  and  2) 
Fruit  trees  need  pesticide  spray  and  the 
city  fears  homeowners  will  complain 
about  poisoa 

Lazy  excuses!  Why  is  San  Francisco 
the  “City  That  Can’t”?  Berkeley  avenues 
are  teeming  with  orchards.  Up  1-80,  dinky 
Davis  is  a  Garden  of  Eden:  a  short  stroll 
reveals  a  dozen  delicious  specimens.  But 
in  SF,  civic  leaders  believe  that  trees  pro¬ 
ducing  baskets  of  scrumptious  cherries, 
plums  and  pears  are  a  nuisance?  Moronic! 

I  want  pear  slices  on  my  cereal,  plum 
brandy  for  lunch  and  cherry  pie  for  dinner 
and  I  want  my  fruit  fresh-plucked  and  free. 
I  want  civil  disobedience!  Let’s  root  out 
the  neutered  specimens  and  replace  them 
with  fecund  trees  gushing  with  nectar.  Our 
lives  will  be  infinitely  sweeter. 
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Preserving  our  architecture  is  important, 
educating  the  underclass  is  not 


Of  the  many  misconceptions  which 
cloud  the  thinking  of  our  local 
“progressives,”  one  of  the  more 
woolly-minded  is  this  notion  that  the 
Mission  District  will  somehow  “lose  its 
character,”  as  the  inexorable  forces  of 
demographic  improvement  converge  to 
cleanse  it  of  its  proletarians.  For  could 
anything  be  more  generic,  could  anything 
contribute  less  to  our  neighborhood’s 
unique  identity,  than  this  unwashed,  sham¬ 
bling,  poverty-stricken  class  which,  after 
all,  infests  every  large  city  from  San 
Francisco  to  Shanghai? 

Clearly,  anyone  who  truly  cares  about 
preserving  that  which  makes  the  Mission 
so  special  should  involve  himself  not  in 
the  fate  of  its  underclasses,  but  rather  in 
protecting  and  restoring  its  wonderful 
architecture,  whose  diamond-in-the-rough 
potential  has  inspired  Silicon  Valley’s 
creme  de  la  creme  to  transform  dilapidat¬ 
ed  rooming-houses  into  sophisticated  ten- 
ancies-in-common,  long-neglected  store¬ 
fronts  into  cutting-edge  bistros,  are!  crum¬ 
bling  warehouses  into  the  idea  laboratories 
of  the  New  Economy. 

In  their  efforts  to  protect  and  enhance 
the  architectural  heritage — and  thereby  the 
unique  character — of  the  Mission  district, 
these  urban  pioneers  have  been  able  to 
count  on  a  staunch  ally:  the  Cort  family, 
whose  deep-felt  commitment  to  the  preser¬ 
vation  of  our  neighborhood  is  evidenced 
by  their  tasteful  restoration  of  the  south 
wall  of  the  stately  Edwardian  “Triangle” 
building  to  its  original  whitewashed  glory, 
and  by  the  great  sensitivity  they  displayed 
to  the  hip  modernist  design  of  the  Bay 
View  building — when  they  ensured  that 
that  magnificent  edifice  would  be  occu¬ 
pied  exclusively  by  the  hippest  and  most 
modem  of  tenants.  So,  when  young 
Debbie  Cort,  a  scion  of  this  civic-minded 
clan,  takes  a  leadership  role  in  the  struggle 
to  save  a  local  landmark,  those  of  us  who 
cherish  the  Mission’s  irreplaceable  diver¬ 
sity — its  fascinatingly  eclectic  mix  of 
Victorian,  Edwardian,  art-deco,  modernist 
and  other  styles — feel  duty-bourei  to  rally 
to  her  side. 

For  Ms.  Cort,  San  Francisco 
Architectural  Heritage,  and  other  promi¬ 
nent  preservationists  are  locked  in  a  battle 
to  prevent  City  College  from  razing  the 
beautiful,  art-deco  New  Mission  Theater  at 
Mission  and  21st  to  make  way  for  a  new 
campus.  While  no-one  is,  of  course, 
opposed  to  providing  training  for  the 
Mission’s  lower  orders  (potty-training  for 
the  homeless,  for  example,  would  be  an 
excellent  idea),  are  we  really  in  such  a 
hurry  to  educate  these  dull-witted  louts, 
that  we  cannot  put  City  College’s  expan¬ 
sion  plans  on  hold  for  a  year  or  two  while 
we  preserve  this  important  monument 
which  so  beautifies  our  neighborhood? 


Subscribe  to 
New  Mission  News 
$20  for 
one  year 


Should  we  not  balance  the  needs  of 
the  ignorant  underclasses  with  those  of 
their  betters,  the  Mission’s  new  property 
owners,  who  surely  deserve  a  living-envi¬ 
ronment  as  pretty  and  quaint  as  their  peers 
enjoy  in  Atherton,  Los  Altos,  and  the 
Valley’s  other,  more  upscale  communities? 
As  the  New  Mission  Theater’s  defenders 
have  pointed  out,  for  a  mere  $10  million, 
which  would  otherwise  be  squandered  on 
text  books  or  the  inflated  salaries  of 
instructors,  City  College  could  easily 
incorporate  this  splendid  structure  into  the 
design  of  its  new  campus. 

Sadly,  though,  that  institution  is  too 
hidebound  to  respond  to  the  changing 
needs  of  our  community:  as  can  be  seen 
not  only  from  its  stunning  insensitivity  to 
the  esthetic  welfare  of  the  Mission’s  elite, 
but  from  its  outdated  curriculum,  which 
will  do  little  to  prepare  the  Mission’s 
underclasses  for  the  career  opportunities 
available  to  them  in  today’s  fast-paced  ser¬ 
vice  economy:  after  all,  since  when  was  a 
command  of  English  a  prerequisite  for 
bussing  tables  at  Butterfly,  and  since  when 
did  you  need  a  GED  to  valet-park  SUVs 
outside  the  Slanted  Door? 

Indeed,  one  might  plausibly  argue  that 
the  education  of  the  Mission’s  poor  will  be 
more  swiftly  accomplished  if  Ms.  Cort  and 
her  friends  succeed  in  delaying  the  build¬ 
ing  of  City  College’s  new  campus  until 
such  time  as  the  last  of  these  proles  is 
evicted  from  his  rent-controlled  apartment 
and  thus  finally  learns  what  marry  of  us 
feel  is  the  only  lesson  his  ilk  needs  to 
understand:  that  people  like  themselves — 
that  stupid  breed  of  lazy  losers  we  so 
incongruously  call  the  “working”  class — 
add  no  value  to,  and  certainly  have  no 
business  living  in,  our  unique  and  archi¬ 
tecturally  significant  neighborhood. 
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Dr.  Susan  L.  Oyakawa 


Chinese 


Medicine 


acupuncture 
herbal  medicine 
health  counseling 
a  unjque  Mend  of  East  with  west 

PATMAYO,  ms, lac 

1364  Valencia  San  francieco,  CA  94110 
(415)  970-1054  patmayo@aol.com 
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lTALEff CIA  ST  MUSCLE 

“SF’s  World  Class  Neighborhood  Gym  ” 


626-8360  OR  WAWVAIENQASTREETMOSCLECOM 

_  Offer  expires  3/1/01 


KING’S  REFRIGERATION 

Serving  the  Community  for  37  Years!! 

WE  BUY,  SELL  A  SERVICE 


10%  Off 
with  this  Ad! 


Refrigerators 
Stoves 
Dryers 
Washing 
Machines 


2793  16th  Street 

Between  Folsom  and  Harrison 

431-0255 


It's  after  1 1:00pm, 
you're  starving 
wouldn't  you  like 
a  dozen  Oysters  and 
-  a  French  Kiss? 

Ti  Couz  is  open  till  midnight 
Thursday,  Friday  &  Saturday 
serving  our  full  bar,  crepe, 
and  seafood  menus. 


cicoazv 


Ti  Couz  is  also  available  for  private  functions 
Delectable  fun  guaranteed.  Give  us  a  call.  415.25CREPE 
3108  16th  Street  San  Francisco  CA  94103 
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A  Verdi  merry  birthday  to  you  -  A  special 
musicai  program  by  the  classy  Ina 
Chalice  Company  Opera  commemorates 
Verdi’s  100th  birthday.  Community  Music 
Center  544  Capp  Street,  7:30  p.m.,  $5-10. 
Call  647-6015. 

3  mptof 

The  curse  of  chad  -  The  SF  Green  Party 
conducts  a  workshop  on  electoral  reform. 
Green  Party  Office  1910  Mission,  10  arn- 
3  p.m  Call  701-7090. 

A  gathering  in  memory  of  downtrodden 
saints  -  Word-working  session  with  the 
suggestively  named  Jane  69,  the  allitera- 
tively  dubbed  Diamond  Dave,  the  unluck¬ 
ily  labeled  Lambskin  13  and  the  vanilla- 
apellated  JamesTracy,  plus  the  dreaded 
Open  Mike.  Den  of  Sonick  Dlbience  483 
Guerrero,  1-5  p.m  Call  621-6205. 

I  was  a  teenage  Bukowski  -  The  young 
arri  the  versified  duke  it  out  in  words  to 
see  who  will  go  on  to  the  next  leg  of  the 
national  Youth  Speaks  Poetry  Slam 
Contest.  Intersection  for  the  Aits  446 
Valencia  Street,  free.  Call  626-2787 

Cutting  edge-ist  -  Opening  reception  for 
new  and  vintage  collage  works  by  the  leg- 
eolaiy  scissors  and  glue  gum  Winston 
Smith.  Culture  Cache  Gallery  731  Florida, 
7-11  p.m.,  free.  Show  runs  through  2/28. 
Call  642-2360. 

Profiles  in  profiling  -  Reception  for  the 
creators  of  the  new  digital  mural  “Justice 
Is  In  The  Eye  Of  The  Beholder'’  which 
takes  on  the  issue  of  racial  profiling. 
Galena  de  la  Raza  24th  and  Bryant,  7-9 
p.m.,  free.  Call  826-8009 

i  muf. 

Stop  the  Evictions  -  The  San  Francisco 
Tenants  Union  is  offering  a  two-day 
course  in  tenant  counseling.  (The  second 
session  is  on  2/11.)  The  course  is  free  but 
you  must  commit  to  becoming  a  volunteer 
counselor.  Pre-registration  is  required.  554 
Capp  Street  11  a.m.-5  p.m  Call  282-5525 

OR  if  counseling  is  not  your  bag,  join  the 

demo  in  front  of  the  offices  of  notorious 
eviction  dude  John  Hickey  who  seems  to 
specialize  in  evicting  seniors,  such  as  Lola 
McKay.  Meet  in  front  of  the  John  Hickey 
Brokerage  Company  at  2640  Leavenworth 
at  noon. 

Kissin’  cousins  -  The  SF  Bluegrass 
and  Old  Time  Festival  screens  two  docu¬ 


mentary  films  on  hillbilly  life.  Strangers 
and  Kin:  A  Look  at  Hillbilly  Image,  a  look 
at  hillbillies  as  portrayed  in  the  media  and 
the  aits,  and  Morgan  Sexton:  Banjo  Player 
from  Bull  Creek.  Artists  Television 
Access,  992  Valencia,  8  p.m.,  $5.  Call  824- 
3890 
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Tail’s  end  -  Dr.  Betty  Carmack  leads  a 
support  group  for  grieving  pet  owners. 
SF/SPCA  Learning  center  243  Alabama 
Street,  7:30  p.m.,  free.  Call  554-3050 

First  Tuesday  Jazz  -  The  Marcus  Shelby 
Jazz  Orchestra  performs  original  compo¬ 
sitions  and  adaptations  of  Mingus, 
Ellington,  Monk  and  others.  Intersection 
for  the  Aits  446  Valencia,  8  p.m,  $12-15. 
Call  626-3311. 
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Viejitos  de  oro  -  Dj  Javier  spins  the 
sounds  from  the  golden  era  of  Latin  music. 
El  Rio  3158  Mission  Street,  7:30  p.m, 
ftee.  Call  282-3325. 


Tom  and  John’s  excellent  photography 
-  Have  a  look  at  this  reception  for  (Look) 
a  photographic  documentation  of  the 
North  Mission  and  surrounding  neighbor¬ 
hoods  by  two  guys  named  Tom  and  John. 
Show  runs  through  3/17.  Intersection  for  11 
the  Arts  446  Valencia,  6  p.m,  free.  Call 
626-2787. 


The  moving  picture  of  Dorian  Gray  - 
Bruce  Bierman’s  play  “The  Face”  takes 
the  tale  of  the  pretty  guy  with  the  ugly  pic¬ 
ture  to  1929  Hollywood  when  Ramon 
Navarro  was  king  of  the  hill.  John  Sims 
Center  for  Performing  Arts  1519  Mission 
Street,  8  p.m  $5-10.  Call  554-0402. 

Ah  caramba!  cartoons  -  Lalo  Alcaraz 
talks  about  his  new  book  Latino  USA  -  A 
Cartoon  History  and  provides  a  lively 
slide  show  on  the  subject.  Modem  Times 
Books  888  Valencia  street,  7:30  p.m.,  free. 
Call  282-9246. 
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Park  lovers  -  The  Recreation  and  Parks 
Department  and  Parks,  Recreation  and 
Open  Space  Advisory  Committee  hosts  a 
public  meeting  on  funding  parks  and  open 
space.  Randall  Museum  199  Museum 
Way,  9  a.m.,  Free.  Call  831-2700. 

Por  Amor  El  Salvador  -  This  benefit  for 
the  earthquake  victims  of  El  Salvador  will 
include  music,  an  art  auction  and  raffle. 
Mission  Cultural  Center  2868  Mission 
Street,  music  at  noon,  auction  at  5  p.m  and 
raffle/party  at  8,  $5.  Contact  Ricardo 
Cartagena  at  cachi37  @ ho tmail.com 

Art  lovers  reception  -  Tom  Fowler’s  work 
has  an  unmistakable  visceral  intensity, 
clearly  evident  in  this  new  series  “ The 
Black  Paintings:  A  Failure  of  Rational 
Thought  Live  Art  Gallery,  151  Potrero,  6 
p.m-12  a.m.,  free.  Call  695-0119. 


Sosa  is  better  than  so-so  -  Jazz  man  Omar 
Sosa  incorporates  everything  from  hip- 
hop  to  Yoruban  chants  in  two  sets  of  Afro- 
Cuban  music.  Bruno’s  2389  Mission 
Street,  9  &  11  p.m  Call  648-7701 

Ethnic  carpet  bombing  -  Michael  Parenti 
discusses  his  book  To  Kill  A  Nation  which 
examines  the  disinformation  campaign 
directed  against  Yugoslavia  and  the  20,000 
tons  of  bombs  it  justified.  Modem  Times 
Books  888  Valencia  7:30  p.m,  free.  Call 
282-9246. 
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Double  apeitura  -  Ale  de  Puente  unveils 
new  photos,  installations  and  art  objects 
and  Cristina  Corrada  Emmanuel  pre¬ 
sents  a  documentary  photo/text  exhibition 
on  the  recent  struggles  in  Vieques,  Puerto 
Rico.  Mission  Cultural  Center  2686 
Mission  Street,  6:30pm,  $3.  Call  821- 
1151. 


Your  Shipp  has  come  in  -  Avant-garde 
jazz  pianist  Matthew  Shipp  (with  bass 
and  drum  accompaniment)  makes  his  first 
Bay  Area  appearance  in  two  years  for  a 
three  day  gig  at  Bruno's,  2389  Mission 
Street,  2/11  at  11,  2/12  at  8  &10  and  2/13 
at  9 &11.  Call  648-7701. 

Easy  (eye)  riders  -  Experienced  muralists 
will  guide  experienced  and  novice  bicy¬ 
clists  on  a  two-wheel  tour  of  the  Mission’s 
many  murals.  Meet  at  11  a.m.  in  front  of 
Precita  Eyes  Mural  Center  and  don’t  for¬ 
get  to  bring  a  bike.  $10.  Call  285-2287. 
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There’s  np  butoh  like  noh  Butoh  -  Judith 
Kajiwara’s  solo  butoh  performance  of 
Samishii  (to  be  lonely)  explores  the  world 
of  a  Sansei,  a  third  generation  Japanese 
American.  Noh  Space  2840  Mariposa,  8 
p.m,  $10-15.  Also  performed  2/13  at  8 
p.m.  Call  621- 7978 
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‘Hood  meet  -  The  Northwest  Bernal 
Alliance  gets  together  the  second  Tuesday 
of  each  month  to  discuss  quality  of  life  and 
community  issues.  Coleridge  Park  Homes 
meeting  room,  190  Coleridge,  7  p.m  Call 
285-7857. 
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No  Dick  Clark  involvement  -  Jazz  com¬ 
poser,  pianist  and  keyboardist  Wayne 
Horvitz  plays  at  9  as  Wayne  Horvitz’ 
American  Bandstand  and  is  joined  by  the 
funky  foursome  Zony  Mash  at  11. 
Bruno’s  2389  Mission  Street.  Call  648- 
7701  tomorrow  night  at  9  &  11  also. 
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Open  camera  -  Bring  your  vacation,  hon¬ 
eymoon,  police  brutality  or  any  other 
film/video  masterpiece  of  your  own  mak¬ 
ing  for  an  open  screening.  Artist 
Television  Access  992  Valencia,  8  p.m.,  $3 
Call  824-3890. 

Learn  to  draw  on  the  wall  -  Get  the  411  on 
creating  your  own  mural.  All  you  need  to 
know,  from  finding  the  site  to  picking  the 
paint  in  a  two-hour  workshop.  Precita 
Eyes  Mural  Arts  and  Visitors  Center 
2981  24th  Street.  7  p.m,  $50  (pre-registra¬ 
tion  required).  Call  285-2287. 

Vieques  video  -  All  you  need  to  know 
about  the  struggle  of  the  people  of 
Vieques  against  the  US  Navy  that  wants  to 
use  their  island  as  a  bomb-testing  site. 
Mission  Cultural  Center  2686  Mission 
Street,  7  p.m.,  donation  accepted.  Call 
821-1155 

The  roots  of  the  problem  -  Journalism 
Professor  Eesha  Williams  talks  about  her 
book.  Grassroots  Journalism,  a  guide  to 
outwitting  the  corporate  media  monopoly 
and  raking  community  muck.  Modem 
Times  Books  888  Valencia,  7:30  p.m, 
free.  Call  282-9246 
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Unstacking  the  deck  -  The  Freedom 
Socialist  Party  kicks  off  Black  History 
Month  with  a  panel  discussion  of  the 
recent  election,  certainly  one  of  the  low 
points  in  recent  black  history.  New 
Valencia  Hall  1908  Mission  Street,  6:30 
p.m  $3  (dinner  $8).  Call  864-1278. 
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Highbrow  interlude  -  The  Mirage 
Ensemble  (soprano,  clarinet  and  piano) 
plays  classical  selections.  Community 
Music  Center  544  Capp  Street,  4  p.m.,  $5- 
10.  Call  647-6015, 


The  Newest  Mission  District  Landmark! 


‘Traditional  and  Innovative 
Mexican  Food" 

Mexican  Beer  and  Wine 


508  Valencia  St.  @  1 6tn 
San  Francisco  621-4358 


Featuring 

Niman-Schell 
all  natural  beef 
cheesesteaks,  burgers, 
chicken  &  vegetarian, 
fries  &  onion  rings 

Open  every  day 

«•••••••••  from  11am  to  10  pm 

3285  -21st  Street  @  Valencia  •  •  •  •  285-5200 
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Dancing  in  the  dark  -  Graham  Brownstein 
of  Towards  Utility  Rate  Normalization 
(TURN)  and  Charles  Kalish  of  the 
Campaign  Against  Utility  Rate  Hikes 
examine  the  current  power  crisis  and  sug¬ 
gest  solutions.  First  Unitarian  Church 
11 87  Franklin  at  Geary,  12:30-3  p.m.,  free. 
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It  could  be  verse  -  Poets  Cedar  Sigo  and 
Noel  Black  do  the  word  thing.  Intersection 
for  the  Arts  446  Valencia,  8  p.m.,  $5,  Call 
626-2787 

■M 

Look  up  in  the  sky.  It’s  a  bird.  It’s  a  plane. 
It’s  a!! !  -  Reception  for  artist  Laura  Paris 
whose  transparent  and  motorized  genital 
sculptures  will  be  circling  overhead  for 
your  amusement.  Good  Vibrations  1210 
Valencia  Street 

Black  History  Month  video  -  Video  bio 
of  renowned  civil  rights  organizer  Ella 
Baker,  a  founding  member  of  the  Student 
Nonviolent  Coordinating  Committee.  New 
Valencia  Hall  1908  Mission  Street,  dinner 
at  6:15  p.m.  ($6.50)  video  at  8p.m.  ($2). 
Call  864-1278. 
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Charlie’s  angles  -  Camera  angles  that  is. 
Charlie  Chaplin’s  Modem  Times  pits  lit¬ 
tle  tramp  against  the  industrial  behemoth. 
Tramp  wins.  The  ZeumTheater  in  Yerba 
Buena  Gardens,  6:30  p.m.film  buff 
schmoozing  op,  film  at  7,  free. 

Kunst-Stoff’s  new  stuff  -  Everything  Is 
Under  Control  is  the  latest  performance 
work  from  the  athletically  and  visual 
robust  multimedia  performance  group 
Kunst-Stoff.  Jon  Sims  Center  for  the  Arts, 
1519  Mission  Street,  8  p.m,  $5-10.  Call 

554-0402. 
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Readin’  writin’  and  rebellin’  -  The 
Teachers  for  Social  Justice  sponsor  this 
all-day  forum  on  social  justice  with 
keynote  speaker  Elizabeth 
“Betita”Martinez  and  workshops  on  a 
social  justice  movement  in  the  school  sys¬ 
tem.  Horace  Mann  Middle  School 
Valencia  @  23rd  Street,  10  am  -  4  p.m., 
free.  Call  584-8548  or  go  to  www.  teach- 
ersforsocialjustice.org 

Where  dogs  and  cats  reign  -  Help  the  four- 
footed  by  attending  this  Volunteer 
Training  Session  for  dog  walkers,  cat 
socializes  and  adoption  counselors  at  the 
SF/SPCA.  243  Alabama  Street,  10  am. -2 
p.m.,  free.  Call  554-3087 

If  you  don’t  like  the  culture,  come  on 

down  and  make  some  of  your  own  - 
Mission  Cultural  Center  holds  another 
open  meeting  of  the  Cultural  Support 
Committee  to  review  the  Center’s  pro¬ 
grams  and  activities  and  plan  for  Camaval 
2001.  Mission  Cultural  Center  2686 
Mission  Street,  12:15-1:30,  free.  Call  821- 
1155 

21  mm 

Holocaust  symposium  -  “ The  Future  of 
the  Holocaust:  Storytelling,  Opression  and 
Identity  looks  out  how  the  Holocaust  has 
been  represented  in  art  and  literature  and  is 
presented  in  conjunction  with  A  Traveling 
Jewish  Theater’s  production  of  See 
Under:  LOVE  (see  Chigoing).  The  play’s 
author,  David  Grossman,  is  the  keynote 
speaker.  The  Forum  Yerba  Buena  Center 
for  the  Arts,  701  Mission  Street,  10  a.m-6 
p.m,  free  but  pre-registration  required. 
Call  399-1809 


Love(joy)-in  —  Pianist  Allison 
Lovejoy  plays  the  works  of  Ravel, 
Rachmaninov,  Janacek  and  Bach. 
Community  Music  Center  544  Capp 
Street,  4  p.m.,  $5-10.  Call  647-6015  or  go 
to  www. sfmusic.org 
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Plan  ahead  -  The  Mission  Planning 
Council,  a  coalition  of  service  and  com¬ 
munity  organizations,  meets  to  discuss 
long  term  solutions  to  the  Mission’s  eco¬ 
nomic  and  social  problems.  Arriba  Junt<'^ 
1850  Mission,  noon.  Contact  Kyle  Fiore  at 
Kylefiore@aol.com 

Okra?  Doesn’t  she  have  a  talk  show?  -  At 
this  staged  reading  of  Okra,  a  new  play  by 
Anne  Galjour.  Rice  and  beans  will  be 
served.  The  Marsh,  1062  Valencia  Street,  8 
p.m,  $7.  Call  826-5750 

27  mm 

Everything  you  always  wanted  to  know 
about  Isadora  -  The  delightfully  explicit 
sex  advice  columnist  Isadora  Alman  dis¬ 
cusses  her  latest  (title-tells-all)  book 
Doing  It,  Modern  Times  Books,  888 
Valencia,  7:30  p.m.,  free.  Call  282-9246. 

Crime  time  -  Mission  Police  Station’s 
monthly  community  meeting  is  sometimes 
a  bit  of  a  zoo  but  always  interesting  and 
it’s  your  chance  to  tell  the  cops  what  to  do 
or  not  do.  Mission  Station  630  Valencia, 
6p.m.,  free. 

26  mmm 

Rare  opportunity-  Ben  RarrtL,  a  folkloric 
group  direct  from  Cuba,  gives  dance  class¬ 
es  that  include  salsa,  nreda,  son,  casino, 
cha  cha  cha,  and  folkloric.  Mission 
Cultural  Center,  2868  Mission  Street,  6 
p.m.,  $12.  Call  821-1155  for  reservations. 
Classes  will  also  be  offered  on  3/7. 

ONGOING  TWfATfJ? 

Mission  Magic  Mystery  Tour  -  Culture 
Clash  takes  a  look  at  the  dot-com  invasion 
of  the  Mission.  Eureka  Theater  215 
Jackson  Wed-  Sun  8  p.m.  through 
February  11,  $24-30.  Call  392-4400. 

Cafe  Depresso  -  Four  San  Franciscans  in 
group  therapy  go  bananas  when  fellow 
group  members  disappear,  a  dark  chuckle- 
fcsl  Exit  Theater,  156  Eddy  Street,  Fri  & 
Sat  at  8  through  March  3,  $15.  Call  776- 
7427  or  go  to  www. cafedepresso.com 

Rhinoceros  -  This  version  of  Eugene 
Ionesco’s  classic  play  of  absurdist  homi¬ 
ness  is  set  in  the  gentrifying  Mission 


District  Theater  Rhinoceros  2926  16th 
Street  Thurs.-Sun.  through  February  10, 
Wed-Sat  8,  Sun  7.  Call  861-5079 

I  Think  I  Like  Girls  -  This  growing-up- 
gay  play  incorporates  verbatim  real  life 
interviews  into  the  dialogue.  Thtck  House, 
1695  18th  Street  February  1  -26,  8  p.m, 
$15-$20.  Call  401-8081. 

Below  Zero  -  Eight  dancers  tell  the  tale  of 
the  ill-fated  Shackleton  Expedition  to 
Antarctica  in  1914.  Theater  Artaud  450 
Florida  Street  February  2-4  &  8-11,  8 
p.m,  $15-18.  Call  621-7797. 

See  Under  LOVE  -  A  concentration 
camp  inmate  who  cannot  die  transforms 
the  life  of  a  Nazi  officer  through  story¬ 
telling.  A  Traveling  Jewish  Theater.  470 
Florida  Street  February  15-  March  25, 
Thurs-Sat  8  p.m.,  Sundays  2  &  7,  $25.  Call 
399-1809 

Fritz  Peris  Is  My  (tor)  Mentor  - 
Elizabeth  Appley  wrote  and  performs  this 
dark  comedy  about  Jewish  family  life.  The 
Marsh  1062  Valencia  Street  February  8- 
24,  8  p.m,  $12.  Call  826-5750. 

Rachel  and  Charlie  -  Here’s  something 
for  Valentine  season:  a  political  love  story 
about  growing  old  in  changing 
times. Yugen/Noh  Space  2840  Mariposa, 
February  8-25,  Thurs-Sat  8  p.m.  Sun  7 
p.m,  $18.  Call  621-7978 

La  Ronde  -  Arthur  Schnitzler’s  tale  of 
decadence  in  turn-  (19th/20th)  of-  the -cen¬ 
tury  Vienna  was  banned  in  Budapest  in 


1912  and  called  jewisn  tilth"  by  early 
Nazis.  Studio  210  in  the  Sears  Building 
3435  Cesar  Chavez,  February  9  -  March  4, 
Fri  &  Sat  8  p.m,  Sun  2  p.m,  $10-14.  Call 
641-4963. 

Stop  Kiss  -After  two  “straight  girls”  swap 
spit  poignancy  and  humor  ensue.  Brava 
Theater  Center  2789  24th  Street  February 
10  -  March  11,  Wed-Sun,  8  p.m.,  $24-30. 
Call  392-4400  or  go  to  www. brava.org 

CONTAGION:  an  American  book  of 
the  dead  -  Seven  deadly  sinners  try  to  put 
their  lives  back  together.  Intersection  for 
the  Arts  446  Valencia,  February  14  -March 
12,  Thurs-Sun,  8  p.m,  $9-15.  Call  626- 

3311. 

Mike  Duvall  &  Friends  -  More  mind- 
bending  hilarity  from  the  unique  story¬ 
teller  and  friends.  The  Marsh  1062 
Valencia,  7:30,  $7.  Call  826-5750 

MOM  Mm/MW 

Mural  walk  -  See  over  70  murals  on  a 
two-hour  tour  led  by  an  experienced 
muralist.  Meet  at  Precita  Eyes  Mural  Arts 
Center  2981  24th  Street  1:30  p.m,  $2-10. 
Call  285-2287. 

SF  Games  -  Meet  up  with  total  strangers 
to  play  board  games  from  Scrabble  to  crib- 
bage.  Cafe  Commons  3161  Mission  Street 
every  Friday  at  7  &  10  p.m.,  free.  Call 
David  at  679-3678  or  go  to  www.  david- 
kaye.net/games.html. 


It,  Your  Gym  Sucks 


333  VALENCIA  ST.  (near  I4TH  stj 

626-S560  OR  WWW.VALENCjASTRffTMOSaE.C0W 


n/\ 


One 
Week  /| 
FREE* 


•LOCAL  RESlDBffS 
ONLY. 

Offer  expires  3/1/01 


ENCANTAD A 

Gallery  of  Fine  Arts 

.  904  Valencia  Street  @  20th 

Tues.-Sun.  11  -7pm,  Fri.-Sat.  12-8pm 
Telephone:  (415)  642-3939 
email:  encantadagallery@yahoo.com 


■.v.v.v.v.^ 


GALLERY  EXHIBITIONS 

" Amor  y  Amatites"  (jan.20.Feb.10) 

Paintings  by  Ricardo  Cartagena/Cachi 

"Jaguar  Animalta "  (Feb.  17-Mar.  3) 

Works  by  Calixto  Robles  &  Ricardo  Reyes 

Reception:  Sunday,  Feb.  18,  3  to  5pm 

SPECIAL  EVENTS 

"My  Funny  Valentine  "  Workshop 

with  Hanya  Gonzales.  Make  your  loved  one  a  Valentine 
card,  book  or  potpourri  love  pillow.  Call  for  registration. 

Saturday,  Feb.  3  &  Feb.  10,  1  to  4pm 

Relationship  Tarot  Readings  with  Jeanie 
Introducing  2nd  Chakra  Herbal  Bath  Teas  by  Jeanie 
Every  Saturday,  2:30  to  5:30pm 


Lille  mtic  ty  "Pom  l\oiedf 

Let  us  put  you  in  the  mood  for  Valentines 

February  14,  Wednesday,  7pm 

Dos  gardenias  para  ti... Gardenias  for  Sale! 
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enaminatloi 


oarilclDatins  ini 

fyeilares 
lood  drive 
3199 16th  SI  J 
San  Francisco' 
415.241.0240 


Spend,  the 
Evenings 
With  Us 

2  Nights  for  2  Years 


SCHOOL  o/GRADUATE  PSYCHOLOGY 


An  M.A.  in  PSYCHOLOGY  leading  to  M  F  T.  licensure. 

^  FEMINIST-CLINICAL  and  SOCIAL-CLINICAL  EMPHASIS. 


Accredited  by  the  Western  Association  of  Schools  and  Colleges. 
Financial  aid  is  available  for  students  who  qualify. 


Informational  Meelirtg: 

Thursday  February  8 

766  Valencia  Street 

San  Francisco,  CA  www.newcollege.edu 

415-437-3421  newcollege@psych.cdu 
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XIAVPY  HOUR  MONDAY-  FRIDAY  4-7  WELL  DRINKS 


Jane  Dixon 


me  Di$H  iiv  m 
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First  of  all.  I’d  like  to  thank  Sr.  Mejia 
and  others  for  the  congratulatory 
phone  calls,  Dave  Taub  and  others 
for  their  responsive  e-mails,  and  Peter  the 
First  and  others  for  their  in-person  feed¬ 
back.  It’s  good  to  know  that  when  you  put 
the  words  out  there,  somebody  reads 
them.. 

Here’s  what  we’ve  learned  from  the 
folks  mentioned  above:  Peter  the  First 
reports  a  recent  sighting  of  The  White  Lady 
on  a  numbered  street  between  Mission  and 
Valencia.  “Floating  up  towards  the  Park” 
(Dolores  Park)  is  the  way  Peter  put  it. 

Dave  Taub  writes  that  I  know  nothing 
of  “Jewish  cuisine,”  going  so  far  as  to  sug¬ 
gest  that  “vegetarian  Kosher  Jewish 
restaurants”  in  New  York  City  offer  a 
selection  of  (presumably)  good  cuisine.  I 
say  that  that  statement  is  not  only  oxy- 
moronic  but  redundant  as  well.  If  it’s 
Kosher,  it’s  gotta’  be  Jewish.  And,  Mr. 
Taub,  when  I  use  the  word  cuisine,  I’m 
assuming  that  a  certain  spin  is  attached  to 
it 

That  spin  involves  the  unspoken 
“haute”  in  front  of  cuisine;  fine,  upscale 
food.  I  don’t  see  many  Kosher  items  on 
the  menu  at  the  Ritz-Carlton,  or  Masa’s. 
These  are  restaurants  at  which  I’m  sure  a 
good  number  of  Jewish  people  eat  but 
they  don’t  go  there  for  stuff  which  their 
Mothers  served.  I  grant  you  that  there’re4 
plenty  of  decent  Jewish  eats  here  and 
there.  But  “cuisine”?  I  don’t  think  so.  But 
hey,  one  man’s  meat  is  another’s  trefe. 

Taub  also  reported  no  sightings  of  the 
red/orange  man.  So  that  particular  piece 
of  local  color  remains  in  question. 

And  guess  what  else?  Just  around  the 
holidays  Steve,  who  sold  The  Street  Sheet 
in  the  Mission,  disappeared  along  with  his 
friend  Walter,  Man  in  a  Wheelchair. 
Sometimes  I’ve  seen  them  on  24th  Street 
in  Noe  Valley.Have  you?  Also  among  the 
missing  is  that  publisher  extraordinaire 
who  hangs  out  around  16th  Street.  He 
goes  by  several  names.  The  Messiah, 
Swan,  etc.,  and  prints  out  laboriously 
typed  (they  used  to  be  hand-written)  man¬ 
ifestos  on  (apparently)  any  subject  which 
comes  to  mind.  His  mind  is  frequently 
brilliant;  I’m  not  quite  sure  what  it  adds  up 
to  but  I  am  sure  that  I’d  like  to  find  him.  Lf 
you.  Swan,  are  reading  this,  do  please  call 
me  (collect’s  OK)  and  let’s  talk.  If  any 
reader  knows  where  I  might  find  him,  do 
please  let  me  know  by  phone,  fax  or  e- 
mail. 

And  here’s  another  “missing  person.” 
Does  anybody  remember  a  man  who  was 
pretty  down  on  his  luck  who  walked 
arourel  The  Mission  with  a  horribly  infect¬ 
ed  foot?  I’m  not  usually  very  insensitive 
to  such  things,  but  it  was  obvious  that  he 
could  have  had  the  foot  cared  for  some¬ 
where. 

So  when  he  asked  us  for  “spare 
change”  (I  hold  that  there’s  no  such  thing) 
I  answered  with  something  my  friend 
Russell  used  to  say  at  such  times:  “I’ll  give 
you  something  if  you  give  me  something. 
A  song,  a  bit  of  news,  anything.”  So  that 
man  gave  us  this:  Ask  a  friend  to  spell  the 
word  silk.  They  think  a  moment  and  can’t 
see  any  skullduggery,  so  they  say  “S-I-L- 
K.”  Then  ask  them  what  cows  drink. 


They  almost  always;  promptly  answer 
“Milk”  or  “M-I-L-K”  Then  you  get  to 
say,  “No,  the  answer  is  water:  cows  drink 
water.” 

The  only  people  who  don’t  fall  for 
that  one  are  folks  raised  on  a  farm  or  peo¬ 
ple  who  know  me,  like  my  grandson  Brian 
who  knows  that  I’m  possibly  trying  to 
trick  him.  In  his  case  it  also  helps  that  he 
is  incredibly  wise.  Well,  that  was  a  two- 
dollar  joke  from  the  man  with  the  bad  foot. 
Has  anybody  seem  him  around  lately? 
Maybe  he  knows  another  one.  I  thank 
him;  the  joke  was  a  steal  at  the  price  I  paid. 

One  day  last  week  was  my 
Serendipity  Day.  I’d  made  an  appointment 
with  a  local  dentist  to  have  my  (remaining) 
teeth  cleaned,  and  to  charge  up  for  the  first 
visit  to  a  new  dentist,  I  stopped  in  at  my 
favorite  coffee  shop,  Cafd  Americana. 
Like  “Cheers”  they  always  know  my 
name.  Unlike  “Cheers,” 

They  have  a  bookshelf  of  interesting 
selections  which  you  can  browse  through 
while  there,  or  buy.  These  are  used  books, 
and  it’s  Peter  the  Second  who  maintains 
the  collection.  I’ve  bought,  sold,  and  dis¬ 
cussed  books  with  Peter  for  a  few  years. 
He  likes  books  as  objects  as  much  as  for 
their  content:  if  it’s  an  odd  shape,  he  does¬ 
n’t  much  want  it,  no  matter  what  it  hap¬ 
pens  to  be  about.  Square  books?  Not  OK 
for  Peter.  (Must  admit,  odd-shaped  books 
are  a  pain  in  the  bookcase.) 

After  having  completely  forgotten 
that  I’d  asked  Peter  about  a  couple  of  titles 
for  Christmas  stocking-stuffers,  when  I 
walked  in  I  was  handed  a  book  by  the 
owner.  It  was  a  gift  from  Peter.  That  book 
is  one  which  I’ve  bought  and  given  away 
about  a  hundred  times.  It’sjustthebestof 
its  kind.  Alas,  I’d  already  found  one  for 
the  particular  person  for  whom  I  had  want¬ 
ed  it,  so  now  I  have  a  copy  on  my  shelf 
again.  What  a  wonderful  way  to  be  gifted. 
Thank  you,  Peter  the  Second  Carlson. 

Then,  in  that  happy  mood,  I  proceed¬ 
ed  to  the  new  dentist.  Well,  serendipity 
again  The  dentist  is  a  lady,  though  I’d  not 
have  known  it  by  her  name:  it’s  Famaz 
Shadravan.  She’s  from  Iran,  Spanish  is 
spoken  there,  and  if  it’s  a  gentle  dentist 
you’re  looking  for,  she’s  the  one. 

Isn’t  it  amazing  how  one  serendipi¬ 
tous  event  leads  to  another?  I  think  I 
counted  at  least  seven  that  day.  Then  it 

occurred  to  me  that  perhaps  it’s  more  the 
mode/mood/mindset  that  I’m  in  than 
what’s  actually  happening  around  me. 
(I’m  sure  many  have  said  that  more  suc¬ 
cinctly.)  In  any  case,  living  in  this  blessed 
part  of  this  blessed  city,  and  having  the 
opportunity  to  share  some  of  the  things  I 
see  around  here  is  a  cause  for  finding,  or 
making,  some  serendipity.  I  certainly  don’t 
need  to  find  or  to  tell  you  any  more  about 
the  problems  we  have  in  the  Mission  And 
it’s  really  easy  to  complain.  So,  I  invite 
you  to  join  me  in  my  search  of  The 
Mission  for  the  happy,  nice,  interesting, 
good  things  that  are  happening  in  our 
neighborhood.  I  promise  you  it  will 
improve  your  outlook,  and  I  also  promise 
that  if  you  tell  me  about  it.  I’ll  print  it 
Well,  within  the  bounds  of  good  taste. 
Thanks  in  advance. 

TheDishatNMN@aol.  com 
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Miracle  Mile  Makers 


MISSION  MERCHANTS  ASSOCIATION 


Founded  in  1980  ODC  Theater  was 
the  first  San  Francisco  space  dedi¬ 
cated  to  dance  in  the  city.  ODC  pro¬ 
vides  affordable  theater  access  and  copre¬ 
sents  programs  specifically  designed  to 
promote  the  capacities  of  young  artists. 
The  theater  also  produces  and  presents 
local  and  touring  companies.  ODC  is  cele¬ 
brating  its  20/30  Anniversary:  its  founding 
organization  the  Oberlin  Dance  Collective 
is  30  years  old  and  thetheater  has  been  in 
the  Mission  for  20  years.  Among  the  well 
known  artists  supported  by  ODC  early  in 
their  development  are:  choreographer  Joe 
Goode,  physical  comedian  Bill  Irwin, 


actor/writer  Spaulding  Gray  and  director 
George  Coates.  Throughout  February 
ODC  is  co-sponsoring  the  Hatian-Cuban 
dance  company  Ban-Rarra  in  perfor¬ 
mances  throughout  the  Bay  Area. 

ODC  Theater  is  located  at  3153  17th 
Street.  For  more  information  call  863- 
6606. 


Mission  Merchants 
Association 
General  Meeting 
will  be  held  February  15 
at  noon 

Call  9794171  for  location 

Topic  of  discussion:  SF 
City  College  expansion 
plans  in  the  Mission 

All  local  merchants  are 
invited  to  attend. 


TO  JOIN  MISSION  MERCHANTS  ASSOCIATION 
CALL  979-4171 


Direct  tram  CUBA! 


Center 


2BBB  mission  St.  San  Francisco,  CB  9M11B  imsl  B21-1155  kart  Jlth  5t.(iiss'mi  Station  ml  11, 1!,  51 


Dance  Ulorkshnps  In  San  Francisco! 
Talleres  De  Baile  En  San  Francisco! 


illednesday  February  21  and  march  1, 2DD1 
IDiercules  EH  de  fehreri  y  1  de  narei 
Studio  B.  E.DD  -  1:30pm,  Admission  $12.00 


Come  participate  in  a  unique  experience 
uiith  this  cultural  folkloric  group 
straight  from  CUGH  Dance  classes 
featuring  folkloric  and  popular  dance 
forms,  including  salsa,  rueda,  casino, 
son,  cha  cha  cha,  among  others.  Call  to 
make  reseruations. 


Uenga  y  participe  de 
una  eKperiencia 
unica  con  este  grupo 
cultural  foldorico 
traido  directamente 
de  Cuba.  Clases  de  baile  incluyen  bailes 
folcloricos  y  populares  tales  como  la 
salsa,  la  rueda,  el  casino,  el  son,  el  cha 
cha  cha,  entre  otros  Todos  Ids  niueles 
estan  bienuenidos.  Llame  para  hacer  su 
reseruacion. 

Mission 


You  never  know  what  you'll  find. 
Especially  if  you  don't  look. 

With  over  4000  items  arriving  DAILY,  every  day  is  a  treasure  hunt. 


.  wm 


The  Greatest  Thrift  Store  in  the  World 
.www.ThriftTown.com 


Linens  •  Clothing  •  Televisions  •  Collectibles  •  Shoes  •  Jewelry 
=  Draperies  •  Accessories  •  Books  •  Records  •  What-Nots  •  Furniture 
^  Toys  •  Dishes  •  Baby  Items  •  Small  Appliances 


2101  Mission  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA 

(415)  861-1  132 

We  accept  personal  checks. 


VISA 


ANY  $10.00  PURCHASE  OR  MORE 


Thrift  Town 
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WHO  SAYS  TV  CANT  MAKE  YOU  SMART? 


Improve  your  reading,  writing,  math  and  English  skills. 

Watch  the  ADULT  LEARNING  HOUR 

on  KQED  Public  Television  9 
Monday  through  Friday  from 
5  a.m.  to  6  a.m. 


For  more  information  call 
(415)  553-2200 

or  log  on  to  www.kqed.org/ednet. 


M0NDAY-FRIDAY 

5AM-6AM 

KQED  9 

public  television 
kqed.org/ednet 
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EVERY 
FRIDAY 
7  p.m. 
Botanas 


COCKTAILS 
Two 
Pool  Tables 


«  CD  Playe^ 

l6tli  &  Caff 
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i*i  z  Days  10  a  m. -2  a 


VALENCIA  CYCLERY 


Need  help  with  your  tenant  or  landlord? 

The  Code  Enforcement  Outreach  Program  can  help  resolve  disputes  quicky 


Did  you  know  that  if  you  are  having 
trouble  with  your  tenant  or  land¬ 
lord  that  there  is  a  free  service 
available  to  help  resolve  your  issues?  The 
Code  Enforcement  Outreach  Program 
(CEOP)  is  a  community  program  over¬ 
seen  by  the  San  Francisco  Department  of 
Building  Inspection  (DBI)  that  works 
with  tenants  and  landlords  to  enforce  the 
City's  Housing  Code. 

For  example,  if  your  Building  or  unit 
is  without  heat,  your  roof  is  leaking,  the 
plumbing  is  bad,  or  you  are  experiencing 
electrical  problems,  the  CEOP  can  help.  If 
the  temperature  drops  below  68  degrees 
your  landlord  is  required  to  provide  heat 
between  the  horns  of  5a.rn.-ll  a.m.  and  3 
p.m.-10  p.m.  If  you  are  a  property  owner 
and  a  tenant  has  damaged  the  rental  prop¬ 
erty  or  will  not  allow  you  inside,  call  the 
CEOP.  The  CEOP  is  comprised  of  the  San 
Francisco  Department  of  Building 
Inspection,  Tenderloin  Housing  Clinic, 
St.  Peters  Housing  Committee,  the 
Housing  Rights  Committee  of  San 
Francisco,  Chinatown  Community 
Development  Center  and  the  San 
Francisco  Apartment  Association.  Each  of 
these  organizations  will  act  as  a  liaison  on 
your  behalf  to  ensure  a  speedy  resolution 
to  your  housing  issues. 

If  you  are  experiencing  any  of  the 
above  problems  or  are  aware  of  other  code 
enforcement  violations  that  you  have  been 
unable  to  resolve  with  your  landlord  you 
should  immediately  contact  one  of 
CEOP's  community  partners.  The  organi¬ 
zation  you  contact  will  help  you  draft  a 
letter  to  the  landlord  detailing  the  prob¬ 


lems.  A  representative  of  the  organization 
may  also  pay  a  personal  visit  to  the  land¬ 
lord,  property  manager,  or  tenant  in  oraer 
to  expedite  the  repairs.  If  the  problems  are 
not  resolved  in  a  timely  fashion,  the  out¬ 
reach  organization  will  contact  the  enforc¬ 
ing  arm  of  the  program,  the  Department 
of  Building  Inspection  (DBI).  DBI  can 
then  cite  the  landlord,  if  necessary.  You 
can  contact  the  DBI  at  (415)  558-6220. 

The  CEOP  is  designed  to  bring  about 
speedy  resolution  of  code  violations.  With 
winter  here,  it  is  imperative  that  tenants 
utilize  this  free  service  to  ensure  that  no 
tenant  is  without  basic  necessities,  such 
as  heat.  The  program  is  open  to  all  tenants 
and  property  owners  in  San  Francisco, 
including  those  who  are  not  members  of 
any  participating  organizatioa  Services 
are  available  in  Spanish,  Cantonese  and 
Mandarin. 

Participating  partners  include:- 

Chinatown  Community  Development 
Center,  1525  Grant  Ave  (415)-984- 
1450(Cantonese  and  Mandarin  speakers 
available)-  The  Chinatown  Community 
Development  Center  is  dedicated  to 
improving  Chinatown  and  the  surround¬ 
ing  neighborhoods  as  a  thriving  communi¬ 
ty  of  residents,  workers,  small  businesses 
and  service  organizations. 

•  Housing  Rights  Committee  of  San 
Francisco,  427  So.  Van  Ness  Ave  (415)- 
703-8644  (City  wide  agency)-  The 
Housing  Rights  Committee  of  San 
Francisco  is  a  twenty  year  old  organiza¬ 
tion  dedicated  to  empowering  tenants  to 
secure  fundamental  rights  to  habitable  and 
affordable  housing  in  San  Francisco. 

•  St.  Peter's  Housing  Committee,  474 
Valencia  St.  ((415)-487-9203 

(Spanishspeakers  available)-The  St. 
Peter's  Housing  Committee  is  a  non-prof¬ 
it  grassroots  organization  serving,  primar¬ 
ily,  the  Spanish-speaking  tenants  of  San 
Francisco. 

•  Tenderloin  Housing  Clinic,  126  Hyde  St. 
(415)-771-1287  (Vietnamese  speakers 
available.)-The  Tenderloin  Housing 
Clinic's  Code  Enforcement  Outreach 
Program  serves  the  North  and  South  of 
Market  communities 


1055  Valencia  street 
san  francisco,  ca  94114 
415.647.2272 

www.aquariusrecordsSF.com 

write  to  aqua@sirius.com  to 
receive  our  new  arrivals  list 

worldwide  mail  order  welcome! 

qetting  the  music  to  the  people 
since  1970 


punk  •  rock 
arum  'n'  bass 
pop  •  international 
new  Zealand  *  japan 
folk  .country 
krautrock  •  metal 
hip-hop. 
noises. 

regular  music. 


•San  Francisco  Apartment  Association, 
333  Hayes  St.  (415)-255-2288-The  San 
Francisco  Apartment  Association,  acts  as 
a  liaison  between  owners  and  tenants  so 
repair  issues  can  be  resolved  without  the 
intervention  of  DBI. 
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SPECIALIZED 


SCHWINN 


TREK 


Huge  Selection  of  Parts ,  Accessories  &  Clothing 
We  Box  Bikes  Tbr  Travel 
Expert  and  Fast  Repairs  —  All  Makes  and. Models 


MON-SAT  10-6,  SUN  10-4 

■  ■  -  >  v  -  ffli. ■  •  .v. 


1077  VALENCIA^, 

550-6600  (Salas)  550-660t  (Repairs) 
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Bird  &  Beckett 

Books  &  Records 

2788  Diamond  St. 
in  Glen  Park 

San  Francisco 
ph:  586-3733 


New  &  Used  Books 
All  Fields 

Wax  &  Vinyl  —  LPs  &  78s 
Jazz,  Classical,  Etc. 


Tues.-Sat.:  10a;n  to  9pm 
Sunday:  11am  to  6pm 

Glen  Park  Bart 
J  Church 

Muni  #26,  52,  44,  23 
Easy  Parking 
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Evicted  Family 

Editor, 

I  am  writing  you  about  the  stoiy  you 
wrote  about  Los  Jarritos  restaurant  at  20th 
.and  South  Van  Ness.  Dolores  "Josie" 
Reyes,  the  person  that  purchased  the  prop¬ 
erty  also  evicted  me,  my  wife  and  kids 
from  my  flat  at  905  South  Van  Ness  above 
the  restaurant.  One  kid,  Troy  (8),  we  had 
to  send  to  Mexico.  Another  son,  Robert 
(17),  we  sent  to  live  at  a  friend's  house. 
Our  daughter  Erma  (21)  went  to  Pacifica 
with  the  grandkids,  Anthony  (almost  2), 
and  Kala  (almost  1). 

When  I  was  nine  my  mother  passed 
away  and  my  grandmother  took  me  in  to 
live  with  her  and  her  kids.  In  1963  we 
moved  into  905  South  Van  Ness  when  our 
house  on  Folsom  Street  was  sold.  There 
were  nine  of  us.  They  all  moved  out  but  I 
stayed  with  my  grandmother,  taking  care 
of  her.  When  I  had  a  family  of  my  own  my 
wife  and  kids  helped  out  too. 

Last  year,  three  years  after  my  grand¬ 
mother  died,  my  landlord  told  me  he  was 
selling  the  building.  I  asked  him  to  pass  it 
on  that  I  would  pay  more  rent  and  stay  4 
'A  years  then  move  out  when  I  retired  in 
2005.  I  told  him  I  would  sign  an  agree¬ 
ment  saying  so.  He  said  he  would,  but  the 
day  after  Thanksgiving  I  received  an 
owner-move-in  eviction  notice  telling  me 
to  out  by  December  15,  2000. 

Dolores  Reyes  got  help  in  purchasing 
the  property  from  the  Mission  Economic 
Development  Association.  Well,  that  help 
she  got  from  them  was  fine  for  her  but  all 
they  did  for  me  was  get  me  and  my  loved 
ones  evicted.  Dolores  has  a  big  house  on 
the  comer  of  Shotwell  and  20th,  13  rooms 
I  believe,  but  she  said  she  lived  on 
Treasure  Island  at  the  time  she  purchased 
the  building  I  live  in. 

She  bought  the  building  behind  my 
unit  that  has  two  flats,  but  she  picked 
mine  to  vacate  because  I  lived  there  the 
longest  and  was  paying  the  lowest  rent 
And,  by  the  way,  I  am  on  the  third  floor 
and  my  unit  is  in  the  worst  shape.  This 
makes  me  think:  why  me? 

I  am  a  Vietnam  Vet  working  for  the 
Golden  Gate  National  Cemetery.  My  wife 
cleans  houses  when  she  can  find  work. 

Chris  Delosada 

P.S.  My  wife  Lupe  and  I  are  going  to 
move  into  a  basement  apartment  with  two 
people  we  don't  even  know. 

.  # 

Editor's  note:  Contacted  by  New 
Mission  News  regarding  Mr.  Delosada' s 
letter,  Mrs.  Reyes  said  her  property  on 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


20th  and  Shotwell  Street  consists  of  three 
units,  all  occupied  by  members  of  her 
family.  She  maintains  she  chose  to  move 
into  Mr.  Delosada' s  unit  on  South  Van 
Ness  because  it  was  the  largest  of  those 
she  purchased. 

The  N  Word 

Editor, 

If  I  recall  correctly,  you  had  an  edito¬ 
rial  policy  endorsing  Proposition  N  in  the 
last  election  (tiny  print),  and  yet  in  your 
November  edition  I  counted  at  least  four 
(4!)  display  ads  for  "NO  ON  N"  (large 
print)  with  deceptive  captions  such  as 
"Stop  evictions  -  \bte  No  on  N."  If  I 
recall  correctly,  Proposition  N  was  defeat¬ 
ed  at  the  ballot  box. 

How  hard  up  could  you  be  for  adver¬ 
tising  revenue?  Hell,  if  you'd  let  your 
loyal  readership  know  just  how  much  you 
were  hurting  for  cash,  we  would  have 
taken  up  a  collection.  Instead,  you  became 
a  sellout  and  destroyed  your  credibility  as 
a  community  voice.  Was  it  worth  it?  We 
have  seen  Silicon  Satan,  and  you  are  he. 

JKE 


Tasteless  Prose 

Editor, 

In  your  recent  column,  you  men¬ 
tioned  that  Jewish  cuisine  is  an  oxymoron 
That  is  not  the  case.  Back  in  New  York, 
where  I  grew  up,  there  are  a  number  of 
excellent  vegetarian  Jewish  Kosher 
restaurants,  an  entire  genre  of  vegetation 
cuisine.  Jews  invented  bagels,  knishes, 
falafel  and  kosher  hot  dogs,  which  are 
spiced  far  more  excitingly  than  "trefe"  hot 
dogs.  Maybe  you  should  try  some  Jewish 
cuisine  before  dismissing  it. 

I  haven't  seen  the  red  man  lately,  but 
now  that  you  say  that  he  is  tinning  orange, 
I  hope  to  run  into  him  again  Please  keep 
us  informed  of  his  future  color  changes. 

Dave  Taub 


MIKE’S  LIQUORS 
2499  MISSION  @21st 
550-0816 

OPEN  EVERY  DAY 
9AM  to  2AM 


VALENCIA  WHOLE  FOODS 

PROUDLY  INTRODUCES  THEIR  NEW  DELI  MENU. 

(NOT  AS  IN  NEW  DELHI,  INDIA. ..AS  IN  NEW  DELICATESSEN) 


THE  ORCANIC  DELI  OFFERS  A  TEMPTINC  ARRAY 

OF  FRESHLY'  MADE  SALADS,  MIDDLE-EASTERN  FARE,  AND 
SANDWICHES  FEATURING  NATURAL  QIESTEL  TURKEY  CUTS. 


415-2?5-02S1 

OPEN  7  DAYS  TIL  9PM 
999  Valencia  Street  @  21st 
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ARTBEAT 


9?  Francisco 


Art  Gallery  &  Gift  Shop 


3266  21st  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
(415)  643-8721  artbeatsf@juno.com 

An  Inter-Tribal  Arts  Space 

FEBRUARY  SALE 
20  -  40%  &  S0%  OFF 
ON  ALL  MERCHANDISE 


For  the  love  of  El  Salvador 

ArtBeat  Gallery  urges  you  to  support 

Community  Artist  Auction 

A  Benefit  for  the  Earthquake  Victims  of  El  Salvador 
Music,  Dance,  Poetry,  Art  Auction  from  5-8pm 

12  noon  to  8pm,  Saturday,  Feb.  10 

Mission  Cultural  Center,  2868  Mission  St. 


Open  seven  days  a  week!  Secured  public  parking  across 
the  street,  MUNI,  BART,  bike  &  wheelchair  accessible. 
Serving  Noe  Valley,  Portrero  Hill  y  la  Mision  since  1996. 

)oeS*.  10%  discount  to  CCSF  &  SFSU  students  with  I.D! 

STOP  THE  BOMBING!  U.S.  NAVY  OUT  OF  VIEQUES, 
PUERTO  RICO!  GIVE  US  BACK  OUR  PATRIA! 


20  FEBRUARY.  2001 


New  Mission  News 


1 


C  • 


M 


WjSft 

i--'  • .  -  ei---.  - .  i 


What  will  your  960  paychecks  add  up  to? 


From  the  time  you  graduate  to  the  time  you  retire,  you’ll  have  earned  nearly  960  paychecks.  At 
Bank  of  America  Corporation,  we  see  that  as  960  opportunities  to  save  and  invest  for  your  future. 
And  our  investment  professionals  bring  that  perspective  to  every  savings  and  investment  plan  they 
create.  Let  them  assess  your  financial  situation  and  recommend  a  long-term  solution  that’s  right 
for  you.  Stop  by  a  banking  center,  call  1.800.900.9000,  or  visit  www.bankofamerica.com.  Making 
more  of  your  money  by  making  more  of  Bank  of  America?  Why  not?  - 


Bankof  America 


Banc  of  America  Investment  Services,  Incr 

We  want  you  to  know:  Banking  products  such  as  checking  accounts  and  certificates  of 
deposit  are  FDIC  insured  and  are  offered  through  Bank  of  America,  N.A.,  an  FDIC  member. 
Investment  products  provided  by  Banc  of  America  Investment  Services,  Inc.  : 

Are  not  FDIC  insured  •  May  lose  value  » Are  not  bank  guaranteed 


Banc  of  America  Investment  Services,  inc.,  is  a  nonbank  subsidiary  of 

Bank  of  America  Corporation  and  registered  broker-dealer  and  member  NASD.  SIPC. 

02001  Bank  of  Amcnca  Corporation. 
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Ban-Rarra  barnstorms  the  Bay  Area 

Ban-Rana,  a  Haitian-Cuban  dance 
company  ensemble,  arrives  in  San 
Francisco  in  February  and  they're 
going  to  be  very  busy.  In  addition  to  per¬ 
forming  at  ODC  Theater  as  part  of  a  three- 
week  artistic  residency  beginning 
February  22,  Ban  Rarra  will  be  giving 
classes  in  folkloric  and  popular  dance  in 
conjunction  with  Mission  District  and  Bay 
Area  arts  and  community  organizations, 
and  participating  in  a  February  24  sympo¬ 
sium  at  Mission  Cultural  Center  entitled: 
"African  Dance  and  the  Folkloric 
Tradition  in  the  Americas." 

Ban-Rarra  is  based  in  the  Oriente 
province  in  eastern  Cuba,  a  point  of  entry 
for  Haitian  refugees.  The  company's  artis¬ 
tic  director.  Dr.  Isaias  Rojas  Ramirez,  and 
most  of  the  fourteen-member  company 
are  refugee  descendents  and  incorporate 
African/  Haitian  folkloric  traditions  into 
their  uniquely  vibrant  style  known  as 
Haitiano  Cubano.  Dr.  Rojas  and  several 
members  of  the  company  are  graduates  of 
Cuba's  Instituto  Superior  del  Arte  de 
Cuba:  consequently  the  company  has  an 
extremely  wide  repertoire  of  both  popular 
and  folkloric  dance  that  includes  Vodu, 
Cha  Cha  Cha  Conga  Santiaguera,  Salsa 
and  more. 

The  full  range  of  the  company's 
expertise  will  be  displayed  to  the  public 
through  dancing,  singing  and  percussion 
classes  held  on  Sundays  at  Rhythm  and 
Motion  Dance  Center. 

Besides  dance  enthusiasts  and  the 
professional  dance  community,  Ban-Rarra 
also  intends  to  reach  out  to  local  youth  by 
offering  free  dance  workshops  for  kids  7 
to  15  years  old  on  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday  afternoons  at  the  Columbia 
Park  Boys  and  Girls  Club. 

Performances  are  co-sponsored  by 
ODC  Theater  and  Accion  Latina,  and  res¬ 
idency  activities  are  also  being  co-spon¬ 
sored  by  Mission  Cultural  Center,  Global 
Exchange,  Rhythm  in  Motion  Dance 
Studio,  Columbia  Park  Boys  and  Girls 
Club,  CitiCentre  Dance  Theater, 
Dimensions  Dance  Company  and  La  Pella 
Cultural  Center. 

For  a  complete  schedule  of  events  call 
ODC  Theater  at  863-6606. 

Low  Is  a  Rose 

by  Jeannie  Zukav 


Ban-Rarra  in  action.  Photo  by  David  Garten 
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s  a  Clairvoyant  who  reads  Tarot 
cards,  I  am  constantly  looking  at 
client's  energy  patterns  and 


the  symbols  that  represent  them.  Before 
Tarot  cards,  people  saw  symbols  for  life 
experiences  in  everything  around  them; 
the  Sun,  the  Moon,  the  plants,  the  rivers-- 
eveiything.  Some  of  these  symbols  have 
survived  for  thousands  of  years  and  con¬ 
tinue  to  send  their  messages  into  today's 
culture.  For  example,  we  all  associate  the 
rose  with  love  and  purity.  But  did  you 
know  that  the  rose,  because  of  the  way  it 
blooms  in  a  circular  pattern,  is  also  asso¬ 
ciated  with  the  attributes  of  the  lotus 
flower? 


The  lotus  flower  plays  an  important 
role  in  the  legends  of  ancient  India  and 
Egypt.  To  Buddhists  in  India  the  lotus  is 
associated  with  purity,  divine  life,  enlight¬ 
enment,  and  love.  The  lotus,  though  it  is 
rooted  in  muddy  rivers  and  ponds,  grows 
up  through  murky  waters  and  blooms 
from  the  center  unblemished.  The  Buddha 
is  always  seated  on  a  fully  opened  lotus, 
representing  his  purity  of  spirit  and 
enlightenment. 

The  lotus  also  plays  a  predominant 
part  in  Egyptian  creation  stories.  One  ver¬ 
sion  comes  from  Heliopolis.  Before  the 

Universe  was  created  there  was  a  vast 
ocean  that  contained  no  life.  Out  of  the 
spirit  of  these  waters  emerged  a  mother 
lotus  flower  with  a  tiny  mound  of  land. 
The  lotus  blossomed  and  out  stepped  the 
Egyptian  sun  god,  Atum. 

If  you  take  a  look  at  all  indigenous 
cultural  beliefs,  plants  symbolize  the 
cycle  of  life:  birth,  fertility,  maturity, 
death,  and  resurrection  Plant  symbolism 
is  connected  to  the  life-giving  properties 
of  Mother  Earth  and  her  waters.  Animals 
and  people  have  used  plants  to  shelter 
themselves  and  heal  themselves  for  thou¬ 
sands  of  years.  Did  you  know  that  red  rose 
petals  are  used  for  reducing  anxiety  and 
relieving  headaches?  Their  oils  are  also 
known  for  their  aromatic  quality  and  are 
used  as  sweet  notes  for  fragrances. 

So,  as  it  gets  close  to  Valentine's  day 
and  you're  thinking  of  giving  your  sweet¬ 
ie  a  rose,  know  that  you're  passing  on  a 
time-honored  tradition  with  tremendous 
meaning  and  value. 

In  honor  of  Valentine's  day  which,  to 
me,  should  be  called  the  day  of  Love,  I 
will  be  offering  Relationship  Tarot 
Readings  and  introducing  Second  Chakra 
Herbal  Bath  Teas  (You  don't  drink  them, 
you  use  them  in  your  bathtub!)  at 
Encantada  Gallery,  908  Valencia  Street  on 
Saturdays  from  2:30  to  4:30. 


mi/zion 

ONE  HOUR  PHOTO 


We  are  the  source  of  Carnaval  SF  parade  photos 
(over  3000  photos  every  year!) 


FREE  FILM  with  developing  on  Sundays!  (16  print  mm) 


One  Hour: 

i  color  film  develop  3x5,  4x6,  4x6 
full  frame  with  borders! 

Instant: 

,  passport  6  immigration  photos 

print  to  print  service  -  enlarge  &  reduce 


Overnight:  * 

black  &  white  proof  sheets 

1-3  days: 

enlargements  to  20'x30' 

2  days: 

slides  &  b/w  develop  &  print 


2859  Mission  Street 
(between  24th  &  25th) 


(415)  648-6698 


Monday  to  Friday 

Saturday 

Sunday 


9  30  -  6  30 
10  00-6  00 
11  00-  5  30 


CITY  AND  COUNTY  OF  SAN  FRANCISCO 

FREE  PICK-UP  OF  USED  MOTOR 
OIL,  OIL  FILTERS  AND  LATEX  PAINT 

RECOLECCION  GRATUITA  DE  ACEITE  DE 
MOTOR  USADO,  FILTROS  DE  ACEITE, 

Y  PINTURA  LATEX 


Call  i-800-HHW-PKUP  Llame  al  1-800-HHW- 
(1-800-449-7587)  PKUP  para  solicitar  la 
for  FREE  pick-up.  IT  recoleccion  gratuita. 

VP  4 


•  Recycle  used  motor  oil 
in  a  secured  container. 

A  Drain  your  oil  filter 
overnight  and  place  it  in 
a  leak-proof  plastic  bag. 

A  Leave  latex  paint  in  the 
original  can. 

A  Call  1-800-449-7587  to 
schedule  your  pick-up. 


Remember  to  leave  your  materials 
outside  on  the  day  of  the  pick-up. 
You  don't  have  to  be  home  at  the  time 
of  collection.  You  can  recycle  up  to  5 
gallons  of  used  motor  oil  and  7  gallons 
of  latex  paint  per  pick-up. 


Recicle  el  aceite  de  motor 
usado  en  un  envase  cerrado. 

Deje  escurrir  el  filtro  de 
aceite  durante  toda  la  noche 
y  pongalo  en  una  bolsa  de 
plastico  hermetica. 

Deje  la  pintura  latex  en  su 
lata  original. 

Llame  al  1-800-449-7587 
para  obtener  un  horario  de 
coleccidn. 

No  se  olvide  de  dejar  estos  materials 
afuera  el  dia  de  la  recoleccion.  No  es  nece- 
sario  que  usted  este  en  casa  en  el  momento 
de  la  recoleccion.  En  cada  recoleccion, 
puede  recidar  hasta  5  galones  de  aceite  de 
motor  usado  y  7  galones  de  pintura  latex. 


4 
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SFHazwaste.org 


This  service  is  available  to  all  residents  of 
the  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco. 

Este  servicio  esta  disponible  a  todos  los 
residentes  de  la  Ciudad  y  el  Condado 
de  San  Francisco. 

funded  by  the  Sin  Franasco  Hazardous  Waste  Management  Program  (4t5)  554-4332, 
through  a  grant  from  the  California  Integrated  Waste  Management  Board 


* 


RECYCLE 
USED  OIL 


You  are  welcome  at  Mission  Dental  Bailding 
for  all  phases  of  dentistry. 


,  2440  Mission  St.  285-9900 

_  _ f 

Often  Monday  V  Saturday  >9  -  5 


* 


Robert  C.  Ceniceros,  D.D.S. 
Bryan  Arant,  D.D.S. 


Peter  V.  Reagstorff  D.D.S. 
Flamona  L  Lauron,  R.D.H. 
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iNegocios  Pequehos ! 

Small  Business  Owners! 


^Tienes  Propiedad? 

Got  Property? 


Programa  para  Adquisicion  de  Propiedades 

COMERCIALES 

282-3334  x17 

Commercial  Ownership  Program 


Un  plan  singular  para  ayudar  a  los  negocios  pequehos 
a  adquirir  propiedad  comercial  y  asegurar  que  su 
negocio  continue  en  San  Francisco. 

A  unique  Real  Estate  program  to  help  small  businesses 
acquire  property  and  ensure  that  longstanding 
businesses  stay  in  San  Francisco. 

Mission  Economic  Development  Association 

www.  medasf.  org/realestate.html 
3505  20th  St  (@  Mission) 


AIEDk 


_ _ _  — < 

HARRINGTON  BROS. 


Furnishings 

Antiques 

Moving 


599  VALENCIA  (at  17th) 
(415)  861-7300 

We  Buy  &  Sell  Everything 
for  Home  &  Office 
Old,  Like  New  &  Antique 


10  a. in.  to  6  p.m.  Monday  thru  Saturday-  ' 

Major  Credit  Cards  Accepted 


Recycling  San  Francisco 

Spare  your  budget  AND  the  Earth 


Stephanie  Pruegel 


The  choices  you  make  in  the  grocery 
store  can  affect  both  your  grocery 
bill  and  the  quality  of  your  envi¬ 
ronment  The  good  news  is:  what's  better 
for  the  environment  is  almost  always  bet¬ 
ter  for  your  budget.  Just  look  at  packag¬ 
ing.  On  average,  ten  cents  out  of  every 
dollar  pays  just  for  that!  And  while  it' s 
true  that  some  packaging  is  necessary  for 
contamination  and  shelf-life  reasons,  a  lot 
of  products  are  clearly  over-packaged. 
The  result?  About  a  third  of  our  collected 
trash  is  packaging,  most  of  it  unnecessary. 
This  wastes  valuable  resources  and  costs 
you  more  money. 

Breakfast  cereals  are  a  good  example 
of  how  you  pay  the  price  for  excess  pack¬ 
aging.  Oatmeal  in  individual  serving  sizes 
costs  over  three  times  as  much  as  the  same 
amount  in  a  big  box. 

Dry  cereal  in  single-serving  size 
boxes  also  uses  much  more  packaging, 
including  a  plastic  wrap  to  keep  the  pack¬ 
ages  together,  and  it  costs  over  twice  as 
much  as  buying  a  regular  box  of  cereal.  So 
choose  a  larger  box  and  keep  the  cereal 
fresh  by  closing  the  bag  with  a  paper  clip 
after  each  use.  To  take  a  serving  of  cereal 
"on  the  go"  just  pour  a  portion  into  a 
reusable  container.  Remember,  each  time 
you  go  up  a  size  in  cereal  boxes,  you  get 
more  food  and  less  packaging  for  your 
money. 

Other  food  products  are  similar. 
Lunch  items  such  as  fruit  juice,  cookies 
and  chips  cost  about  double  the  price  in 
individual  sizes  compared  to  larger  sizes. 
Compare  the  shelf  tags  to  see  how  much 
you  can  save  per  ounce  by  buying  the 
largest  size  you  can  use  and  making  your 
own  single  servings. 

A  lot  of  products  don't  need  any  pack¬ 
aging  at  all.  When  buying  fruit  and  veg¬ 
etables,  look  for  produce  "in  the  nude" 
and  avoid  produce  placed  in  non-recy- 
clable  trays  and  wrapped  with  plastic. 
Apples  and  bananas  come  with  their  own 
natural  packaging  and  you  often  don't 
even  need  plastic  produce  bags,  especially 
if  you  only  buy  a  few  pieces.  In  many  gro¬ 
cery  stores  nuts,  grains,  pasta  etc.  can  be 
bought  loose  from  a  bulk  section.  You  can 
get  exactly  the  amount  you  want,  save 
money  and  reduce  packaging  waste,  espe¬ 
cially  if  you  reuse  your  bags  and  contain- 


Low  Fee 

PSYCHOTHERAPY 

New  College  of  California 
COMMUNITY  COUNSELING 
CENTER 

Experienced  Therapist  Interns 
providing  individual,  couples  and 
family  therapy  to  the  community. 

Ill  Valencia  Street 

(415)  437-3456 


Remembering  this  is  easy  if  you 
make  it  a  habit  to  bring  a  canvas  tote  bag 
to  the  store  and  a  few  produce  bags  from 
previous  shopping  trips.  You'll  be  sur¬ 
prised  how  many  paper  or  plastic  bags 
you  can  save  over  time  and  many  stores 
will  give  you  a  discount  for  bringing  your 
own  bag. 

Disposable  items  are  another  big 
waster  of  money  and  resources.  A  lot  of 
products  that  at  first  sight  appear  useful 
and  convenient  are  really  overpriced  gim¬ 
micks  that  are  much  more  expensive  and 
wasteful  than  a  reusable  alternative. 

One  that  caught  my  eye  on  a  recent 
trip  to  the  supermarket  was  a  box  of  dis¬ 
posable  dust  cloths,  designed  for  one-time 
cleaning  purposes.  The  price:  $5  for  20 
cloths.  A  reusable  high-quality  micro-tex¬ 
ture  cloth  for  scratch-  and  lint-free  clean¬ 
ing  will  do  the  job  more  than  just  20 
times,  but  costs  only  $4.  Do  the  math  with 
other  throwaway  products  such  as  plastic 
razors,  single-  use  baking  pans  and  dis¬ 
posable  cameras.  They  are  cheaper  than  a 
durable  alternative  on  the  first  purchase, 
but  over  time  they'll  waste  a  lot  of  your 
money  and  send  you  on  more  trips  to  the 
garbage  can. 

A  "biggie"  among  throwaway  prod¬ 
ucts  is  disposable  plastic  diapers,  which 
account  for  a  startling  two-  percent  of 
total  US  landfill  volume.  If  you  are  a  par- 
ent-to-be,  set  prejudices  aside  and  simply 

calculate  the  cost  for  disposable  diapers 
versus  using  a  diaper  service.  If  you  use 
50  medium  diapers  per  week  you'll  pay 
about  $  17  plus  tax  for  brand-name  dispos¬ 
ables.  In  comparison,  a  local  diaper  ser¬ 
vice  (check  the  Yellow  Pages!)  charges 
$13  and  no  tax  for  the  same  number  of 
reusable  cloth  diapers. 

Besides  being  cheaper,  the  service 
comes  to  your  house  to  deliver  clean  dia¬ 
pers  and  pick  up  used  ones,  which  will 
save  you  from  carrying  a  lot  of  bulky 
packages  home  from  the  store  and  a  lot  of 
dirty  diapers  out  to  the  trash. 

If  you  have  questions  or  topics  that  you 
would  like  to  see  in  future  articles,  please 
call  415-554-3400  or  email 
sfrecycle@ci.  sfca.  us. 
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JJ  Thai  bistro  is  cuisine  is  new  to  the  scene 

J.J  Thais  it  up:  new  spot  is  hot 


By  Jane  Anne  Doherty  1 

At  the  comer  of  23rd  and  Valencia, 
which  has  certainly  endured  its 
share  of  historic  happenings,  new 
history  is  being  made  even  as  we  type.  A 
few  months  ago  the  J.J  Thai  Bistro  quiet¬ 
ly  opened,  after  the  sudden  closing  of  its 
predecessor,  Radio  Valencia.  There  was 
much  speculation  over  what  was  coming: 
now  we  know.  It’s  the  second  coming  of  a 
Thai  Restaurant  run  by  J.  J  in  the  Bay 
Area,  the  first  being  Thai-riffic  of 
Mountain  View.  So  we  have  a  seasoned 
restaurateur  offering  quality  Thai  food  in 
our  midst. 

Unlike  some  of  our  new  restaurant 
start-ups,  J.J  has  staying  power. 

There  are  a  number  of  ways  to 
approach  this  new  restaurant:  he  wel¬ 
comes  lunch  or  dinner  take-out  orders,  and 
provides  a  fax  number  with  which  to  order. 
However  J.J  has  also  created  a  soothing, 
well-appointed  restaurant  with  an  upscale 
ambiance  in  which  to  dine.  Or  lunch.  And 
the  best  part  of  all  this  may  just  be  its 
affordability.  The  lunch  specials  are  $5.95 
across  the  board,  and  there  is  lots  and  lots 
of  tasty  Thai  food  for  the  money. 

For  dining  in,  the  JJ  Thai  Bistro  is 
softly  lighted,  has  soothing,  classical 
music  and  eye  appeal  of  a  sweetly  startling 
sort.  Each  place  setting  has  been  provided 
with  a  single  bowl  of  a  color  which  is  hard 
to  describe:  it’s  the  coolest,  yet  most 
intense,  shade  of  blue.  The  bowls  on  the 
middle  table  hold  a  single  uglifmiL  At 
least  that’s  what  it’s  called  in  English; 
surely  different  in  Thai.  The  atmosphere  is 
almost  serene. 

The  food  which  JJ  serves  runs  the 
gamut  of  classic  Thai  cuisine,  including  all 
the  standard  Thai  fare  and  some  interesting 
surprises  as  well.  I  can  never  resist  the 
Chicken  Satay  for  starters— succulent 
pieces  of  meat  with  peanut  sauce  that  is 
just  the  perfect  degree  of  warm,  hot,  sweet, 
and  peanutbuttery.  When  I  asked  for  sec¬ 
onds  on  the  sauce,  I  realized  that  it  has  the 
finest  blending  of  flavors.  There  are  two 
vegetarian  appetizers:  a  spring  roll  and  a 
summer  roll.  The  spring  is  crispy  fried; 
the  summer  has  tofu,  mushrooms,  sprouts 


and  noodles  in  a  soft  roll  and  comes  with  a 
wonderful  lemon  dipping  sauce. 

One  of  the  interesting  surprises  is  an 
extremely  fresh  Pompano  with  mush¬ 
rooms  and  a  rich,  slightly  fiery  sauce  of 
red  chili,  basil  and  fresh  ginger. 
At  JJ’s  you  need  to  take  a  while  to  read 
the  menu  and  make  selections.  It’s  best  to 
go  with  a  large  group  for  dinner  and  share. 
The  portions  are  huge.  I  ordered  the 
coconut  soup  (we  said  we’d  share);  it  was 
served  in  two  of  those  blue  bowls,  and 
each  was  full.  Surely  a  great  first  course! 
The  morsels  of  chicken,  whole  morels, 
carrots  and  whatever  else  goes  into  the  rich 
coconut  broth  are  delicious  anhd  gener¬ 
ously  supplied. 

For  me,  good  food  always  comes 
down  to  the  sauces,  and  sauces  are  what 
make  JJ  Thai  Bistro  so  outstanding. 
With  each  dish  on  the  menu,  there’s  a 
sauce  that  sets  off  the  ingredients  perfect¬ 
ly.  Try  Hawaiian  Prawns,  sauced  with 
chili,  basil,  and  blended  pineapple,  citrus 
and  other  veggie  juices.  Wow! 

This  is  a  restaurant  that’s  vegetarian- 
friendly.  There’s  a  special  section  of  the 
menu  offering  vegetarian  entrees:  my  veg¬ 
etarian  friend  Tana  said  the  balance  of  the 
flavors  in  her  Sweet  and  Sour  Tofu  was 
perfect,  and  she  was  completely  satisfied. 

I  had  the  “Firecracker  Beef’  which 
may  be  an  homage  to  another  Valencia 
Street  restaurant,  but  should  also  be  a  red 
flag  to  warn  you  about  the  amount  of  heat 
it  can  generate.  There  are  also  offerings  of 
beer  and  wine  to  cool  the  palate,  should 
that  be  required,  as  well  as  sweet  Thai  iced 
tea  and  coffee  on  the  menu.  Now  here ’s  the 
best  part  of  all:  the  lunch  specials  are  all 
$5.95,  and  most  of  the  entrees  are  under 
$10.00. 

In  conclusion.  The  Mission  has  anoth¬ 
er  excellent  restaurant  to  frequent  and 
enjoy.  There’s  almost  no  end  to  the  possi¬ 
bilities  at  JJ  Thai  Bistro.  And  the  very 
last  word  is  don’t  miss  the  art  work  in  the 
bathroom. 

J.J  Thai  Bistro,  1199  Valencia  Street 
@23rd.Open  daily  for  lunch  and  dinner. 
Wheelchair  accessible.  Voice: 
415.826.1199;  Fax:  415.821.0314 


Casanova 


■iml 


IOUNOC 


527  Valencias,  San,  Francisco 
415.863.9328 


niman  ranch  beef  burgers,  rocky  free  range  chicken, 
hot  dogs,  freshly  cut  french  fries  and  milkshakes 


WAUYtf  FOOTPRINTS,  INC, 

"shoes  tarn*  stuff  kids 

Featuring  Stride  Rite,  Elefanten,  Or.  Martens, 
Skechers  And  Other  Great  Brands 

We  have  your  shoe  needs  covered: 

From  Infant  Size  0  through  Youth  Size  6 

3961  24th  Street  415-285-3668 

.«•  ,4  ,4  .4  ,4 


Neighborhood  Self-Reliance  Loan  Program 


Bank  of  Canton  of  California  is  now  offering  a  special  program  that  may  meet  your 
special  financial  needs.  Our  Neighborhood  Self-Reliance  Loan  Program  can  help  you 
get  a  loan  faster  than  you  think!  Our  program  is  designed  to  offer  loans  which  are 
more  affordable,  especially  for  families  with  limited  annual  household  income  and 
for  small  businesses  with  limited  capital. 

FEATURES/BENEFITS 

Purpose  of  Loan 


Education,  Job  Training,  Personal  (family  emergency 
needs) ,  Small  Business  and  Purchase  of  Commercial 
Vehicle  (e.g.  Truck)  with  commercial  registration 

Clean  Credit  History,  .Annual  Household  Income  of 
$17,000  or  less  for  Education,  job  Training,  Personal;  or 
Initial  Capital  of  $30,000,  or  less  for  Small  Business  and 
Purchase  of  Commercial  Vehicle 

Up  to  $15,000  per  household  or  per  business  entity 
Up  to  84  months 

5.75%  Annual  Percentage  Rate  Fixed* 

*  For  example,  on  a  loan  of  $5000,  with  an  84-month  term, 
monthly  payment  is  $72.45 

Please  contact  Batik  of  Canton  California  Loan  Reptesentatives  to 
find  out  more  about  this  special  loan  program. 

San  Francisco/ Bay  Area:  415/391-8912  •  415/421-5215 

415/989-4088  •  415/681-5333 


Qualifications 


Loan  Amount 
Repayment 

Interest  Rate 


t£r 
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RANK  OF  CANTON 
OF  CALIFORNIA 


A  Tradition  of  Honest  Banking 

Established  in  1937  Member  FD1C 

We  reserve  the  right  to  change  our  lending  program,  practices,  current 
rate,  and  requirements  at  any  time  without  notice. 
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dMSi«lS?0kS 


sell 

trade 

10-10  Monday-Saturday 
10-8  Sunday 


900  Valencia  Street  at  20th 
415.282.1901 
dogearedbooks.com 


Visit  Good  Vibrations,  the  Bay  Area’s 
“clean,  well-lit  place”  to  buy  sex  toys,  books  and  videos. 


•women-owned  and  operated  "friendly,  knowledgeable  staff 
•wide  selection — from  educational  to  erotic 


Good 

Vibrations 


San  Francisco 
1 2 10  Valencia  Street 

(415)  974-8980 
1 

Open  Sun.-Thurs.  I  I  am-7pm;  Fri.  and  Sat.  I  lam-8pm 


Berkeley 

2504  San  Pablo  Ave. 

(510) 841-8987 


www.goodvibes.com 


I -800-BUY-VIBE 


godless 

i’m  not  godless  because  i  open  and 
take  them  unto  me 

i’m  not  godless  because  i  don’t 
restrict  myself  to  one 

i’m  not  godless  because  i  take 
money  in  deliberate  exchange 

i’m  not  godless 

i’m  a  prostitute 


©2000  Annabell 

Tomorrow 


Tomorrow  is  another  time  we  for¬ 
get  in  the  box  we  live  in  called  life 

Forever  is  space  on  a  cereal  box 
and  “Who  Wants  To  Be  a 
Millionaire.” 

You  don’t  see  her  eyes  when 
she  crosses  your  path  like  a  black 
cat  or  the  blessed  Virgin  mary  with 
Jesus  sprawled  unconscious  on  her 
lap. 

Take  this  place  and  make  it 
yours/whole  and  every  time  you 
watch  me  die,  the  grisly  streets  will 
suck  your  breath  away  to  yet 
another  yesteryear. 


©2000  Annabell 


Huerfanology 

Becoming  the  sea  flows 

A  river  end  and  begining 

Into  the  mirror  and  its  twin  reflec¬ 
tion 

Out  of  the  truth  and  its  double 
meaning 

Held  in  the  moment  both  past  and 
present 

Two  exhaled  dreams  forever  a  sin¬ 
gle  breath 

Eternity  refined  through  pain  and 
pleasure 

Double  crossed  by  time  in  its 
absolute  measure 


©2000  La  Huerfana 


The  34th 
California 
International 
Antiquarian 


Feb  23-25, 2001 


CONCOURSE 
Exhibition  Center 

635  Eighth  Street 
at  Brannan 
San  Francisco  CA 


For  Info:  415  551-5190 

sanfranciscobookfair.com 


FRIDAY  3  PM  -  9  PM 
SATURDAY  1 1  AM  -  7  PM 
SUNDAY  1 1  AM  -  5  PM 


KISS 

He  draws  the  ball  back  and  watch¬ 
es  as  it  proudly  settles  near  the  side 
pocket  and  waits  for  the  kiss  of  the 
bossy  Q. 

Another  night  of  beer  and  colorful 
rolling  flowers.  He  “picks”  them 
one  by  one. 


hexagram 

To  be  foolish  as  wind 
Elusive  as  a  firefly  in  the  night 
To  be  as  inconspicuous 
As  a  cloud  or  a  star 
Moving  over  the  earth 


He  waits  for  another  chance  -  it 

comes.  The  metallic  sounds  of  Ronnie  Burk 

quarters  pushes  in-  drops,  then 

releases  and  rolls  to  run  again  on 

the  green  field. 

©2000  Annabell 
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Dear  Library  Lady: 

I  just  moved  into  a  home  in  the 
Mission  District  that  includes  a  beautiful 
garden  Can  you  help  me  maintain  it? 

Looking  for  My  Green  Thumb 

Dear  Green  Thumb: 

Welcome  to  the  neighborhood!  The 
Mission  Library  has  many  new  books  on 
this  topic.  Before  you  get  started,  look  at 
The  Sunset  Western  Garden  Book 
(which  covers  many  aspects  of  gardening). 
Better  Homes  And  Gardens  Step-By- 
Step  Yard  Care  by  Liz  Ball,  or  The 
Sunset  Western  Landscaping  Book. 

Gardening  can  be  a  challenge  here,  so 
use  these  books: 

The  New  City  Gardener  by  Judith  Adam 

Water-Conserving  Plants  &  Landscapes 
For  The  Bay  Area 

Many  of  the  gardens  in  this  area  are 
small  but  the  following  books  address  this 
issue: 

Essential  Plants  For  Small  Gardens  by 

Sue  Fisher 

Really  Small  Gardens  by  Jill  Billington 
Small-Space  Gardens 


The  Information  Desk  at  the  Mission 
Library  has  recently  received  a  number  of 
requests  for  water  gardening.  Use  the  fol¬ 
lowing  to  add  water  features  of  your  own: 

The  Basics  Of  Water  Gardening  by 
William  C.  Uber 

Ponds  &  Water  Features  by  Peter 
Robinson 

Water  Gardens  by  Hazel  White 

You  might  also  want  to  visit  the  new 
San  Francisco  Tool  Lending  Center,  the 
result  of  a  unique  partnership  with  the  San 
Francisco  Public  Library  and  San 
Francisco  League  of  Urban  Gardeners 
(SLUG).  You  can  borrow  tools  for  gar¬ 
dening  and  home  improvement,  ask  for 
advice,  view  videos,  or  look  at  books.  For 
further  information,  call  them  at  415-467- 
TOOL  or  visit . 

Happy  Reading  (and  Gardening), 

The  Library  Lady 

RENOWNED  THEATRE  TROUPE 

Word  for  Word  performs  Baba  Yaga 
Vasilisa  the  Brave  by  Marianna  Meyer  on 
Wednesday,  March  21,  2001  at  3:30  p.m. 
for  ages  6  &  up  in  the  Mission  Library’s 
Children’s  Room. 

PRESCHOOL  VIDEOS  ON  WEDNES¬ 

DAY.  MARCH  7 


modern  times  bookstore 


February  Events: 

Sonia  Rivera-Valdes 
The  Forbidden  Stories 
of  MartaVeneranda 

Michael  Parenti 
7o  Kill  a  Nation 

LaJo  Alcaraz 
Latino  U  S  A. 

Eesha  Williams 
Grassroots  Journalism 

Isadora  Alman 
Doing  It 


Rhoda  Berenson 
Lori:  My  Daughter 
Wrongfully  Imprisoned 
in  Peru 


Indie  Press  of  the 
Month  Is  Verso 

All  Verso  Tides 
25%  Off 
during  the  month  of 
February 


888  Valencia  Street  @  20th 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
282-9246  www.mtbs.com 


OUAN  YIN  HEALING  ARTS  CENTER 

OFFERINQ  THE  BEST  IN  COMPREHENSIVE  ACUPUNCTURE 
^TREATMENT  PROQRAMS  SINCE  1986 
Management  of  HIV  Infection 
Addiction,  Substance  Use 
Depression  &  Anxiety 
Therapeutic  Massage 
Stroke,  Brain  Injury 
Asthma,  Smoking 
*  Women's  Health 

Hepatitis 
Arthritis 

YOCA  CLASSES  MONDAY  MORNING  AND  THURSDAY  EVENING 
Private  Insurance ,  Medical,  Medicare,  WorHers  Comp,  Personal  Injury 

455  Valencia  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA 

415-861-4964  qyhac@aol.com 


If  you  are  interested  in  planting  flow¬ 
ers,  the  Mission  Library  owns  the  follow¬ 
ing  books  about  specific  flowers: 

Roses  by  Otto  Bunemann 

Ortho’s  All  About  Orchids  by  Elvin 
McDonald 

All  About  Bulbs  by  Alvin  Horton 

Once  your  flowers  have  grown, 
arrange  them  by  using  the  following 
books: 

Fast  Flower  Arranging  by  Jane  Parker 

Simply  Stylish  Flowers  by  Mary  Jane 
Vaughan 

If  you  would  like  to  grow  a  tree,  the 
following  books  focus  on  trees  in  San 
Francisco: 

Triees  For  San  Francisco:  A  Guide  To 
Street-Tree  Planting  And  Care  by 
Serena  Herr 

The  Trees  Of  San  Francisco:  A  Plan  For 
The  Management 


At  10:15  and  11:00  a.m.,  children  ages  3-5 
can  enjoy  Curious  George  Rides  a  Bike, 
Mole  and  the  Egg,  and  The  Great  White 
Man-Eating  Shark  in  the  Mission 
Library’s  Children’s  Room.  Preschool 
Videos  are  shown  the  first  Wednesday  of 
the  month  at  these  times. 

STORYTIMES  FOR  CHILDREN  AT 

THE  MISSION  LIBRARY 

Pre-school  Storytime  (English)  Tuesdays 
at  10:30  am. 

Family  Storytime  (English)  Saturdays  at 
11:30  am. 

Family  Storytime  (Spanish)  Saturdays  at 
12:00  p.m. 

Cuentos  para  la  familia  (espafiol)  sdbados 
a  las  12  p.m. 

You  can  send  a  question  directly  to 
Library  Lady,  c/o  The  New  Mission  News, 
3288  21st  Street  #202,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94110,  or  feel  free  to  email  her  at 
Librarylady@sfpl.  lib.  ca.  us 
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Brazilian  Cultural  Academy 

2376  Mission  (at  20tn)  •  SF  •  (41 5)  2 84-6196  •  mvw.abada.org 


Capoeira  teens  train  FREE! 
Classes  for  ages  5  to  adult . 
Afro-Brazilian  Dance  , 


Mention  this  ad  for  your 


The  An dora  Inn  is  a  fully  restored 


Victorian  Manor  first  bujit  in  1875, 

located  in  the  heart  of  San  Fra^ciscoS 
richly  international  Mission  District, 
known  as  one- of  the  most  extiting 
and  colorful  neighborhoods  in  the  City, 
with  wonderful  an  galleries,  murals, 
bookstores/cafte  and  exciting 
new  restaurants. 


Rates  are  as  Follows: 

EUROPEAN  SHARED  BATH  •S69TO  S99 

DELUXE  ROOMS £r  SUITES  •W*TO$l» 

(Add  14%  hotel  tax) 

*  Discounted  Bates  for  Extended  Stmts 


Neighborhood  Discount  1 ! 


When  friends  &  family  come  to  town, 
treat  them  to  the  elegance  they  deserve. 


Tours  are  Available  by  Appointment 

Please  phone: 

(415)  282-0337  or  1  (800)  967-9219 
Our  Fax  is: 

(415)  282-2608 
Send  E-Mail  to: 

AmkutaSF@aol.com 


Among  the  amenities  you  will  find  at  the  Inn: 
•  Expanded  Continental  Breakfast 
•  Five  Star  Serta  Mattresses 
•  Color  TV  with  Remote  &  VCR 

-  (Complimentary  Video  Selection) 

•  AM/FM  Clock  Radios 
•  Free  Local  Cads 
•  Pleasant  Garden  Sun  Deck 
•  Grand  Library  &  Tranquil  Ambiance 
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Is  there  a  Mission  Sound  ? 


by  Sonny  Smith 

Joel  Murach  of  the  band  86  had  a 
notable  show  the  other  night  at  one  of 
the  Mission’s  mainstays  for  local 
underground  music,  and  from  his  show  a 
special  impromptu  after-hours  session 
sprouted  w  ings.  A  sprinkle  of  songwriters 
was  there  and  they  most  definitely  repre¬ 
sented  different  generations  of  the  local 
music  here  in  our  fair  city.  In  fact,  there 
seemed  to  be  a  certain  lineage  of  San 
Francisco  music  that  unfolded  on  stage 
that  night,  bringing  up  the  question:  is 
there  a  new  San  Francisco  sound,  a 
Mission  sound,  for  the  new  century? 

Carrie  Bradley  and  Ray  Haliday  from 
The  Buckets  played  some  classics,  Steve 
Louphelet  of  Beulah,  Chris  Von  Sneidom 
and  a  delightful  surprise  from  Latin 
American  Bar  co-owner  Mr.  Deitrich  (hats 
off  to  that  dramatic  key  change  back 
there),  Tim  McCrystle  of  Paddlefoot, 
Jason  Kleinbuigh  of  86  and  more  than  a 
few  others  took  turns  on  the  mic  to  bring 
out  some  old  classics  and  play  some  new 
ones. 

Mr.  Murach  finally  closed  the  night 
around  2  a.m.  with  a  version  of  You  are  a 
Star  from  86's  new  debut  album,  “ True 
Life  Songs  and  Pictures ”.  A  tune  com¬ 
posed  in  the  Fresno  backyard  of  his  folks 
while  staring  up  at  the  sky  with  nothing  to 


do,  the  song  hit  a  streak  of  sentimentality 
over  old  friends  and  lovers  off  somewhere 
else  doing  new  things.  I  think  I  might  call 
it  a  perfect  country  song,  complete  with 
cracked  vocals  and  heart-on  -your-sleeve 
lyrics  that  leave  just  enough  open  for  inter- 
pretatioa  He  also  played  the  song  Don  1 
Close  Your  Eyes  from  the  new  album,  this 
one  composed  on  a  North  Carolina  front 
porch  after  a  long  stint  on  the  road.  The 
vocal  harmonies  are  simply  powerful. 

Jason  Kleinburgh,  also  of  86,  played 
some  of  his  more  rambling  solo  works. 
He’s  co-writer  in  the  band  and  this  new 
album  features  a  Kleinburgh  classic.  It’s 
an  epic  ramble  comprised  of  three  verses, 
the  first  about  childhood,  the  second  about 
early  adulthood  and  the  third  mid-to-old 
age,  all  tied  together  with  a  unifying  cho¬ 
rus  that  you  must  sing  along  with.  This 
song  has  the  ghost  of  a  talking  blues  inside 
of  it. 

An  instructional  song  on  the  album. 
What  To  Whistle  When  You  Walk  Home 
After  You 've  Thrown  Up  In  Front  of  Your 
Friends,  penned  by  Kleinburgh,  was 
inspired  by  a  night  outside  the  Attic  on 
24th.  These  two  songwriters  both  have 
very  distinct  styles.  Murach  has  a  more 
traditional  country  sound,  like  Hank 
Williams  and  Jimmie  Rogers.  Kleinburgh 
has  a  more  wandering,  rambling,  story¬ 
telling  sound  about  everyday  real-life 
episodes.  On  banjo,  Andy  Davis  lends 


another  countrified  flavor  to  the  mix  (he 
also  lends  his  own  original  sound  to  the 
live  shows)  and  drummer  Tom  Murach 
boosts  it  to  rock  ‘n’  roll.  Slap  'em  togeth¬ 
er  in  one  band  and  somehow  it  works. 

86,  along  with  a  handful  of  others, 
seem  to  be  very  direct  descendents  of  a 
certain  San  Francisco  ‘sound’.  Did  it  start 
in  the  early  90 ’s  with  the  Buckets,  the 
Bedlam  Rovers,  Dieselhed,  Granfaloon 
Bus,  Paddlefoot,  The  Movie  Stars,  The 
Old  Joe  Clarks,  Sonya  Hunter, 
Sunshine  Club,  Richard  Buckner,  Harm 
Farm,  Wanna  Be  Texans,  Ed’s 
Redeeming  Qualities,  Virginia  Dare? 

The  bands  mentioned  above,  as  well 
as  a  large  handful  of  others,  played 
throughout  the  90 ’s  shaping  a  certain 
sound.  Now,  slowly  but  surely,  the  chief 
songwriters  of  these  bands  have  begun  to 
step  out  as  solo  acts:  Paula  Frazer  of 
Virginia  Dare,  Virgil  Shaw  of  Dieselhed, 
Cynthia  Wiggington,  Caroleen  Beatty  of 
Waycnoss,  Todd  Costanza  of  Granfaloon, 
and  Carrie  Bradley  among  others  have 
increased  the  personalization  of  their 
songs  with  their  solo  projects.  As  they 
gradually  step  out,  a  new  crop  of  bands 
begins  to  headline  the  local  clubs  with 
them;  bands  like  86,  Majority  Whip,  and 
Court  and  Spark  carry  this  country  strain 
within  their  music  but  they  aren’t  ruled  or 
boxed  in  by  that  sound. 


No,  they’re  not  donning  ten-gallon 
hats  and  playing  the  pedal  steel,  not  coun¬ 
try  like  that.  No,  they’re  rock  ‘n’  roll 
before  they’re  country  and  yet  there  is  def¬ 
initely  a  country  strain,  a  twang  or  an 
almost  southern  chill:  often,  there’s  a  con¬ 
fessional  approach;  there’s  beer  in  there 
often  enough,  and  beat-up  cars,  and  broken 
cars  and  broken  lovers  and  quite  frequent¬ 
ly  a  Mission  landscape  or  a  Northern 
California  one. 

Added  to  this  are  sharp,  often  sardon¬ 
ic  lyrics  and  experimental  sounds,  yet  with 
an  almost  contradictory  emphasis  on  tradi¬ 
tional  song  writing.  It  all  makes  for  some 
kind  of  San  Francisco  sound  that  ultimate¬ 
ly  remains  fresh,  original  and  un-pigeon- 
holable.  You  can  hear  it  readily,  and  it 
seems  to  unify  all  these  bands  in  a  subtle 
way. 

86  will  be  playing  at  Bottom  of  the  Hill 
Feb.  19th:  their  debut  album  “True  Life 
Songs  and  Pictures”  can  be  purchased  at 
their  website  “www.86theband.com.  ” 

Sonny  Smith  plays  Cafe  Du  Nord 
February  5th  with  Carrie  Bradley  of  100 
Watt  Smile  and  Todd  Costanza  of 
Granfaloon  Bus. 


True  Life  Songs 
and  Pictures 


% 


Queer  Trips 

Low-budget  travel . for 

the  l-g-b-t  community  and  their  friends 


-  Bear  Valley  Ski  Weekend 

Feb- 17&18 


■  Harbin  Hot  Springs  &  Winetasting 
Sun.  Mar.  18 

-  Big  Sur  /  Monterey  Weekend 
Apr.  14&15 


Stanislaus  River  Rafting  &  picnic 
Sun.  May  20 


Luxury  touring  van 
Small  groups  (6-12) 
Budget  prices 


Find  out  more  at: 

Sjvantours.com 

Or  call  Phil  @(415)  587-1053 


f-  ’  I H  i^BVu  »  •< 

3087  Sixteenth  StreeM<off  Valencia)  : 

t  1  .  Ijr  ec 
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SMOOTHIES  •  COFFEE  •  ESPRESSO  *  TEA  •  PASTRIES  •  COFFEE  BEANS  j 


Hours: 

MONDAY-THURSDAY...  6  AM  to  10  PM 

S  FRIDAY . 6  AM  to  12  MID 

:  SATURDAY . .  7  AM  to  12  Mil 

I  SUNDAY . . 7 AM to  10 pM 

? 


Kitchen  Hours:  : 


Breakfast . .7AM-11:30A$  • 

Lunch . Noon- 3:30 PM  : 

Dinner . . 7PM-11PM  ; 

internet  $5  ner  tiojjf  *  AFW  Machine 
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Robert  Leaver 


Round  World 
Music  Review 


HARD  AFRICAN  FUNK.  AFRO-JAZZ  AND 
ORIGINAL  AFRO-BEAT. 

COMPILED  BY  RUSS  DEWBURY. 

MAX  8  HUGH  MASSKELA.  GiNGEP  JOHNSON  ■** 


Funky  African  Sax 

The  vast  continent  of  Africa  has  a 
multitude  of  different  cultures  that 
reflect  a  diversity  of  traditions  and 
influences.  Ancestor  worship  and  local 
medicine  (or  magic)  mix  with  Christianity, 
Islam  and  the  influence  of  the  former  colo¬ 
nial  empires  of  England,  France  and 
Portugal  Unger  still.  Slave  trade  and  emi¬ 
gration  spread  African  traditions  far  and 
wide,  and  ultimately  they  became  an  inte¬ 
gral  part  of  culture  in  the  Americas  and 
Europe.  While  it  may  be  difficult  to  trace 
the  precise  origins  of  African-American 
and  Afro-Caribbean  music,  there  is  no 
denying  a  profound  African  essence. 
Conversely,  Afro-American  musical  forms 
such  as  Calpyso,  Jazz,  Funk,  Salsa,  and 
Reggae  are  enthusiastically  embraced  in 
West  Africa  like  long  lost  brothers. 

There  are  a  number  of  musicians  from 
West  Africa  who  have  enjoyed  popularity 
both  at  home  and  abroad  by  synthesizing 
distinctly  African  elements  with  Afro- 
American  influences. 

One  crucial  artist  whose  popularity 
continues  to  grow  despite  his  death  is 
singer,  songwriter,  and  sax  player  Fela 
Kuti  from  Nigeria.  He  burst  onto  the  inter¬ 
national  music  scene  in  the  seventies  with 
his  compelUng  and  mischievous  brand  of 
music  called  Afro-Beat,  a  re- 
Africanization  of  Funk.  A  dense  web  of 
drumming  and  percussion  meshes  with 
funk  bass  lines  and  hom  arrangements  in 
an  anarchic  spirit  that  exudes  an  aggres¬ 
sive  sexuality.  Over  time  his  songs  became 
longer  and  longer,  often  stretching  to  more 
than  fifteen  minutes  in  a  tightly-riveted 
groove  that  conjures  rhythm  from  chaos. 

Singing  in  Pidgin  English,  Fela  Kuti 
challenged  Nigeria’s  government,  military, 
and  religious  leaders  with  scalding  lyrical 
indictments  that  ultimately  made  him  a 
marked  man.  Beaten  and  jailed  countless 
times  he  never  relented,  remaining  vital 
and  defiant  until  his  death  in  1997.  Most  of 
his  original  releases  have  now  been  reis¬ 
sued,  including  an  excellent  two  CD  col¬ 
lection  called  “Best  Best  Of.’’  His  son 


Femi  Kuti  continues  the  tradition  in  his 
own  high-energy  version  of  Afro-Beat, 
arousing  audiences  worldwide  with  the 
CD  “Beng  Beng.  ”  The  resurgence  of  inter¬ 
est  in  this  infectious  dance  style  has 
sprouted  several  series  of  CDs  that  com¬ 
pile  obscure  Afro-Beat  songs;  Club  Africa 
and  Racubah!  are  bound  to  please  enthusi¬ 
asts  of  both  Funk  and  African  dance 
music. 

Another  West  African  artist  of 
immeasurable  influence  is  Camerounian 
saxophone  player,  singer  and  arranger 
Manu  Dibango.  One  of  the  first  profes¬ 
sional  African  musicians  to  reside  in  Paris 
in  the  sixties,  he  played  with  Congolese, 
Cuban,  and  French  musicians  before 
exploding  onto  the  international  scene 
with  the  song  “Soul  Makossa”  in  ’72.  Also 
strongly  influenced  by  Funk  and  American 
Soul,  his  accessible  fusion  of  African  and 
American  elements  conquered  the  dance 
floor.  He  even  shared  the  bill  with  the 
Fania  All-Stars  at  their  historic  show  in 
Yankee  Stadium,  New  York  City,  in  ’75, 
achieving  popularity  with  Latinos. 

His  gregarious  personality,  shining 
bald  head,  suave  baritone  voice,  and  jazzy 
saxophone  playing  made  Manu  Dibango 
an  internationally  recognized  figure.  In 
France  and  West  Africa  he  continued  to 
record  popular  dance  music  as  well  as 
more  serious  music  for  film  and  television. 
His  ’94  release  Wakafrika  stands  out  as  a 
masterpiece  of  Afro-Pop.  He  gathered 
together  a  huge  ensemble  of  stars  (Salif 
Keita  from  Mali,  Papa  Wemba  from  Zaire, 
Ladysmith  Black  Mambazo  from  South 
Africa,  and  Angelique  Kidjo  from  Benin- 
to  name  but  a  few)  to  record  new  versions 
of  some  of  Africa’s  biggest  hit  songs. 
Dibango  continues  to  be  relevant  to  this 
day,  even  working  with  French- African 
rappers. 

Coming  to  the  Elbo  Room  Thursdays  in 
Febuary:  Feb.  1-  Mazacote,  Salsa  $6, 
Feb.  8  -  Charanzon,  Salsa/Charanga  $6, 
Feb.  15  -  SensaSamba,  Samba  Pagodi 
direct  from  Sdo  Paolo,  Brazil,  $7,  Feb.  22 
-  Jesus  Diazy  Su  QBA,  Cuban  Salsa,  $6, 
and  Saturday,  Feb.  24  -  Azabache,  $6, 
Salsa.  Doors  open  at  10  P.M.  and,  as 
always,  DJ  BabaLoup  spins  for  your  Latin 
dancing  pleasure. 


4rriba  Juntos 

Tech  n® l»gy 
Center 

Office  Skills  Training:  Word 
Processing,  Spreadsheets, 
Internet,  Windows  95/98 

Now  Offering:  ImroductiontoComputersand 

the  Internet  (in  Spanish) 


Free  computer  access  during 
drop-in  hours 


Orientations  for  Computer  Training 

Every  Thursday  at  9:30 


Call  for  details! 

Computer  Training:  487-7830 
Other  Services:  487-3240 


Also  available  at  Arriba  Juntos: 

Employment  Services 


Job  Information  Center 

The  Health  Careers  Training  for 
Certified  Nurse  Assistant  and 
Home  Health  Aide 

Employment  Development 
Department  (EDD)  Sendees 


1850  Mission  Street  San  Francisco,  CA  94103 


Family  Owned  &  Operated  Since  1918 


The  Original 

DUGGANS® 
FUNERAL  SERVICE 

THE  DUGGAN  WELCH  FAMILY 

We  make  life  easier  because  we  care  about  your  wishes. 

•  We  are  trained  professionals,  registered  and  licensed 
with  the  State  of  California. 

•  Experienced  with  all  types  of  services  -  including 
non-denominational  funerals. 

•  Most  beautiful  chapels  in  varying  sizes. 

•  Domestic  and  International  shipment  worldwide. 

•  Rental  Casket  Available. 

•  Information  given  over  the  phone. 

•  Call  for  brochure  on  Funeral  Services, 

Memorial  Services  and  Cremation. 


SMART* 

m 

Coupons 


Member,  Better  Business  Bureau,  Lions  Club,  and  California 
and  National  Funeral  Directors  Association. 


We  answer  the  phone  24  hours 


vtSA' 


415.431.4900  H 

Se  Habla  Espahol 
FD'#44 

3434  17th  Street  (near  Valencia),  San  Francisco,  94110 
Centrally  located  across  from  the  new  Mission  Police  Station 
Free  Off-Street  Parking  accommodating  the  largest  services. 

Not  affiliated  with  Duggan’s  Serra  Mortuary  in  Daly  City 
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V rfAere  artists  and 
collectors  cross  patAs 
fror  expert  framing 
at  a  great  price ! 


The  Larges!  Selection  of  Readymade  Frames 
in  San  Francisco! 


Still  the  Best  Framing 
in  San  Francisco! 


934  VALENCIA  @  20th  ►  Frames@back2picture.com  ►  www.back2picture.com  ►  Tel:  826-2321 


"(0:ur  Traditional  Mexican  Food 

is  the  JSe^t  in  the-  J5a</  ^rea” 


CALIFORNIA  STATE  FAIR  WINNER  FOR  BEST  SALSA  1998,  1999  AND  2000 


3071  16th  Street 

Open  daily  Warn  to  Warn 


1  7th  &  Valencia 

Open  daily  Warn  to  Wpm 


